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8ri K. Kamaraj, Chief Minister, declared open a new passenger shed construcied on the North quay of the harbour.

The third series of the Gandhian Literalure in Tamil were released sn January. The Home Minister, Sri M. Bakthavatsalam,
is seen addre s.ny the gathering.




In order to emphasize the need for
supporting.  Handloom industry,
Handloom Week is celebrated every
year in the month of February., The
photographs on the cover of this
issue show a weaver at work and
a delectable design patterned in
a loom.
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Industrial Co-operatives for Handloom

eavers in Madras State

Srr V. VENKATACHALAM, Specixl Deputy Registrar (Weavers).

One of the objectives of the Seeond Five-Year Plan is
to provide larger cmplovment opportunities for the
people. In the fulfilment of this objective, the handloom
industry plays a vital part. This has been realized by
the Government and they are implementing several
schemes with the lavge-seale assistanee made available by
the Government of India from the * Cess Fund” to
improve the industry and the socio-cconomie eondition
of the seventy-five lakhs of people depending on it.

The pattern of employment of the handloom weavers
can he broadly classified into four categories, namely,
(1) Independent weavers, (2) weavers working under
master weavers, (3) weavers working in handloon. fac-
tories and (4) ‘weavers who are members of primary
weavers' eo-operative societies of the cottage industrial
type. Weavers in categories (1) and (4) above own
looms and produce cloth. They market the cloth either
by themselves or handover the cloth to weavers’ co-
operative societies of which they are members. A large
number of weavers coming under categories (2) and (3)
do not own looms. They weave on looms supplied by the
master weavers or work in handloom faetories set up by
private enterpreneurs under conditions in whieh they
cannot have the full benefit of their toil. The labour-
capital relationship has not been happy on aceount of
the diverging interest between the workers and the

employers, |+

The benefit of financial assistance from ihe Cess
Fund can reach the weavers who have no looms of their
own only if they are provided with looms and aecessories
and enlisted as members of co-operatives. The nced for
improving the conditions of these weavers was recognized
in 1954 when some handloom factories were closed and
the weavers working in them were thrown out of employ-
ment. After careful examination, it was decided that
these weavers should he rehabilitated by establishing co-
operative handloom factories.  Co-operative handloom
factories run on sound lines will set a standard for hand-
loom faetories run by other agencies. They have the
unique advantage of converging the interests of their
members as workers and ultimate owners of the factories
and there will be place for the controversies of capital
versus labour.

In the composite State of Madras it was decided
in 1954 to try the formation of co-operative hand-
loom faetories under the name of Industrial Weavers’
Co-operative Societies, in teh Malabar District by
converting the existing = handloom factories inte
co-operatives, as the buildings, the equipment and the

- period of five years.

workers were readily available and only the adminis-
tration of the factory nceded change. Tiwo handloom
factories namely the Lokanatha Weaving Factory at
Chovva and Kousaliya Weaving Factory at Totada
were taken for conversion into Industrial Weavers”
Co-operatives. The main outlines of the scheme are
indicated below :—

The former workers of these factories namely
weavers, dyers, warpers, maistries and clerks will be
enrolled as members. Other persons in the neighbour-
hood will also be admitted, if necessary. Hach worker
should invest a minimum of Rs. 50 in the shares' of
the Co-operative Society by contributing Rs. 12-8-0
towards the shave, the balance of Rs. 87-8-0 being~
provided by the Government of India as a loan out of
the Cess Fund recoverable in two years. The manage-
ment of each society will be entrusted to a Board of
Directors mot exceeding 7 members representing the
various scetions of the factory. The first set of
dircetors will be nominated by the Registrar for a.
The capital equipment of the
factory consisting of land, building, weaving appli-
ances, ete., will be purchased with the aid of a loan
from the Cess Fund. The working eapital will "~ be
provided as a loan from Cess Fund to each soclety at
the rate of Rs. 400 per loom. A full-time Secretary
of the grade of Co-operative Sub-Registrar will be in
charge of the administration of the co-operative
society. He will be assisted by the requisite staff whose:
cost will be met by Government initially.

_ Two industrial weavers’ societies were thus set ug

in Malabar in 1955. They received an interest-frec

loan of Rs. 1,12,302-8-0 from the Cess Fund for meet-

ing the cost of their eapital equipment. They made
rapid progress and their members were assured of
continuous employment on reasonable wages. Their
production was regulated by the Marketing Officers of
the Madras State Handloom Weavers’ Co-operative
Society with reference to demand. The Madras State.
Handloom Weavers’ Co-operative Society also took up:
the marketing of a part of the goods produced by
them, '

_ The position in Malabar was of course, peculiar
in that most of the handloom weavers were organised
and employed in small handloom factories Tun by
capitalists. But in other parts of the State there is
no regular factory system as such to any appreciable
extent for the handlooms while a large number of
weavers are working under master weavers. These
workers have no looms of their own and they deserved .
to be rehabilitated through industrial co-operatives,



"In the year 1956, the Government of India examined

" the conditions of these loomless weavers and agreed to
extend finaneial  assistance for setting up fresh
industrial co-operatives with new looms, equipment,
ete.  The extension of assistanee to establish co-
operative handloom factories without converting the
existing handloom factories offered scope for the pro-
motion of the industrial weavers co-operative societies
in the present Madras State.

The Deputy Registrars were requested to cexamine
the possibilities of starting industrial co-operative soeic-
ties for the handloom weavers who had no looms of their
own. They were also informed that the industrial soeie-
ties might be formed either by the conversion of existing
private factories which were not working properly or
were closed or by the setting up of new factories with
fresh looms and equipment. In the programme for the
handloom development under the Second Five.Year
Plan, a target for the formation of six Indusirial
‘Weavers' Co-operative Societies was also included.

The progress in the. establishment of these socicties
71is encouraging. Proposals for the organization of twelve
co-operatives of this type have been received so iar
(within the third year of the Plan Period). Of these
the Government of India had approved the schemes for
establishing ten and the State Government have sanc-
tioned the starting of nine societies. Seven societies have
been started in the following places:—

(1) Madurai.
(2) Karur.

(3) Manavasi. J Tiruchirappalli district.
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Aulgmﬂmﬁ»‘tzﬁ (Ramanathapuram district).
(5) Kormat-ini~Mayuvam (Tanjore distriet).
(6} Arani (Chingleput district).
(7) Vellandaivalasu (Salem distriet).

Two more will be started shortly one at Rajapalayam in
Ramanathapuram distriet and the other at Vijayaman-
galam in Coimbatore district shortly. Teehnical
approval of the Government of India for setting up an
industrial society at Paramakudi in Ramanathapurant
district has also been reeeived.

The terms of assistance from the Cess Fund for the
industrial weavers’ eo-operatives in the present Madras’
State are similar to those of the two industrial societies
established at Malabar in 1955 and veferred to in para-
graph 4 above. For the seven industrial societies already -
established Rs. 3.13 lakhs under loan and Rs. 0.15 lakh
under grant have been given for the provision of shave
capital, working eapital, ete. Loans were also given to
the Karur and Arani Industrial Societies to the extent
of Rs. 0.53 lakh for purchase of the premises in whicl
the factories are located. Thanks to the establishment
of these societies, 480 weavers, 264 auxiliary workers
such as bobbin winders, warpers, sizers, etc., and 88 other
staff are provided with employment. As only skilled
weavers are employed the productions of these societies -
are popular. and there is practically no problem of mar-
keting for them. These societies are shining examples of
industrial democracy and Madras State can well be
proud of establishing and running them successfully

for rehabilitating: the loomless weavers. . * =%

Under the ausvices of the Swarnzmbal Trust, Sri Natesa Pillai delivered a series of Lectures at the University of M. adms.on
N  The. age of Tiruvalluvar ™. :
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Winding yarn on the cone.

For the weaver, the day starts rather
early. He gets up when it is still dark and
prepares for the day’s work. Since the
preliminary work is usually dome in open
air in front of his house, he has to finish it
before the sun gets too hot. The yarnis
starched and strengtheged before it is fed
in the loom from the warp. This part of
the work takes place outside the house.

Pirn
winding.

Vat dyeing.

All the work connected with this is done
by the weaver with the help of the members
of his family. The weaver depends on the
mills for his supply of yarn. The yarn is
first dyed by one of the many processes
for dyeing. -This is carried on as a cottage
industry. The weaver buys the yarn of
whatever hue he needs. The thread from
the hanks is first wound round cones and
from these cones on to the spindle which
scuttles across the warp in the loom. This
work of winding\ the yarn krown as ‘pirn
winding’ is usually done by the womenfelk
at home. "




Starching.

Warping.

The yarn, before it ig fed into
the loom from the warp has to be
strengthened. This is done by
stretching it to its full length
and starching and brushing the
yarn. Itis stretched outside on
the road, suspended between two
posts and starch is applied.
Afterwards it is beaten and

brusted and allowed to dry.
Thus the yarn, is strengthened.
Then the strands that are broken |
are mended and any other defect
is set right. ‘

|
i

The yarn is then removed andi
fed into the loom. And the|

|

shuttle starts on its rythmic |
scuttlej of ~pattern weaving.

"~ A cloth is born,



o-—cperative Spinning Mills and

Handloom Industry

Srr M. PUBALARAYAN, General Manager, South India Co-operative Spinning Mills.

The handloom industry of this country has been put
to severe test tor the past several years. Bxcept for
brief periods of apparent prosperity, it must be admit-
ted that the industry has heen struggling for existence.
The struggle will go on until a permanent or long-term
solution is found. :

The main problems of the handloom industry have
been (i) the inadequate supply of yarn of the reguired
quality and counts at reasonable prices, (ii) the com-
petition from the mill industry, (i1i) the loss of export
markets, (iv) want of teehnical assistance and research
and (v) lack of orgamization. The Central and State
Yovernments have been trying from time to time to
help the industry to stand on its legs.

Due to the establishment of more spinning mills,
and other factories, the problem of inadequate supply of
varn to the handloom weavers docs not exist now. But
the high price the handloom industry has to pay for the
varn makes it diffieult for it to withstand the competi-
tion of the mill industry. The greater activity of the
weaving mills in producing cloth, the gradual loss of
export markets -on aceount of import vestriciions in
foreign countries and the keen eompetition of countries
like Japan and China in foreign markets have brought
about a glut of mill cloth in the internal market of our
country. The suceessful competition of the mills with
the handlooms is due to the low cost of yarn at which
the composite mills get it, low cost of production on
aecount of the larger turnover with the aid of heavy
labour-saving machinery, low eost of processing such as
bleaching and dyeing and faecilities for introducing
improved designs and giving better finish to the cloth
produced. It is estimated that the price whieh the hand-
loom weaver pays for the yarn: he gets is about 20 per
cent higher than that at which the composite mill gets it
for the manufacture of mill cloth. Hence it is impera-
tive that yarn should be made available to handlooni
weavers at the same priee at which the ecomposite mills
get it. Ewven though it may not be possible to reduce the
price to the extent demanded by the handloom weaver,
it should be tertainly possible to reduce the burden of
high price of yarn on the handloom cloth to some extent
at least. Some of the avoidable links in the chain of
middle men between the spinning mill and the handloom
weaver can be eliminated and the load of their margin
of profit on the price of yarn reduced. A system of
supplying yarn by spinning mills at ex-mill rates to the
handloom industry through organizations of weavers
will have the desired effect of reducing the cost of yarn
to the handleom weaver.

Among the several measures adopted by Jovern-
mept towards vehabilitating the handloom industry; the
financial aid to co-operative spinning mills out of the

Cess Fund is an important one. It is one of those
measures which will offer a long-term solution to the
problems of the handloom industry. In pursuanee of the
decision of the Government of India suggesting particl-
pation by State (fovernment in the share capital struc-
ture of co-operative spinning mills up to 51 per cent of
the subseribed shave capital of each mill, with the aid
of a loan from the Cess Fund, co-operative spinning
mills in various States are being organized. The Govern-
ment of Madras have invested a sun of Rs. 10 lakhs in
the South India Co-operative Spinning Mills from a loan
of a like amount from the Cess Fund. They have also
sanctioned another sum of Rs. 10 lakhs for investment
in the Ramanathapuram Co-operative Spinning Mills
towards share capital. ,
A co-operative spinning mill aims at supplying
to the handloom weavers quality yarn at reasonable
prices. It assumes the role of a composite mill in serving
yarn to the handloom weavers in the co-operative fold.
It will be the endeavour of every co-operative spinning
mill to supply yarn to the handloom weaver at a price
which will enable the handloom industry to compete
favourably with the mill produets. It will also act as a
cheek on any tendency towards unwarranted rise in the
priees of yarn or deterioration in the quality of the yarn
available in the market for the handloom industry.
Yarn accounts for nearly 60 per cent of the cost of
handloom ecloth and any reduection in the price of yarn
will help to reduce the cost of handloom cloth. Redue-
tion in the price of handloom cloth will stimulate demand
for it, and more demand means larger produetion and
inerease in-the earmings of the handloom weavers.

But it is not one or two co-operativé spinning mills °
that can confer such a boon to the handloom industry.
The requirements of the handloom industry are so large
that we require a net work of eco-operative spinning

mills throughout the State. In the Madras State, the
~South India Co-operative

Spinning Mills at Pettai,
Tirunelveli, has gone into production from July 1958.
Two more such mills have been registered, one at Sri-
villiputtur and the other at Nazarveth. The Ramanatha-
puram Co-operative Spinning Mills has already collected
a share capital of over eleven lakhs of rupees and as
stated carlier Government will contribute Rs. 10 lakhs.
It is taking steps to acquire the site for the premises of
the mill and to finalize the arrangements to purchase the
machinery. S

The Co-operative Spinning Mill at Nazareth will also
take steps soon for the establishment of the mill. When
these mills go into production 40,000 spindles will pro. .
duce yarn. If a net work of such co-operative spinnimg®
mills is formed in the country, it will enable handloom
weavers to attain self-sufficiency in the matter of supply
of yarn of standerd quality at reasonable prices. o
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- The Tamil Development Research Council was inaugurated on 26th January 1959 by Sri Bishnuram Medhi,
Governor of Madras, Sri K Kamaraj, Chief Minister, presiding.

Tamil Research Council

The Clovernment have passed orders constituting the
Madras State Tamil Development and Research Couneil
as a separate agency for the develppment - of Tamil
language in all its aspects and at the same time to
secure the eo-ordination of the measures taken by the
Official Language Act Implementation Committee with
the other measures for the development of the Tamil
language.  Sri -C.-Subriamaniam, Minister for Iiduea-
tion, will be the Chairman of this 89-member Council.
The constitution of this Couneil represents the first
‘concrete measure to implement the Government’s inten-
tion to introduee Tamil as the medium of instruction in
Colleges. The Government feel that if this is to be
achieved, it is necessary to make a preliminary survey
of the problems involved and take decisions on the

nature of courses and institutions in which the change
19 to be brought about. Decisions have also to be taken
gn the prepamtmy measures and also on the time-
schedule in respeet of this proposal. Further, cheap
and popular books in Tamil have to be published and
brought within the reach of every one. The cfforts of
different agencies engaged in the printing and publiea-
tion of Tamil manuscripts and of condueting researeh
have to be co-ordinated. These in brief ave the. scveral
aspects it the developmient of Tamil language, which
the Tamil Development Research Council will attend to.

The following are Members of the Couneil :—

Sri C. Subramaniam, Minister for Eduecation,
Chairman.”

Members—
Sri C. N. Annadural M.L.A.
Sri A. Vedaratnam, M.L.A.

Both representing the Madras State Education
Advisory Committee.

B Sri P. Savarimuthu, representmg the University
of. Madras, .

Members—cont.

Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, Viee-Chancellor
of Annamalai University.

Sri M. Ananthanarayanan, I.C.S., representing
the Official Language Act Implementation Committee,
Madras.

Sri K. Somasundara Desigar, representing the’
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments.

Sri M. P. Somasundaram, representmo the Tamil
‘Writers’ Association, Madras.

Sri M. K. Shanmugam, reprcsentmg the Univer-
sity Teachers’ Association.

Sri Jagannathachariar, representing the Souih
India Teachers” Union, Madras.

Sri K. Palaniappan, represcntmg the Madurai
Tamil Sangam.

Sri C. Vedachalam, representmg the Karantlmx
Tamil Sangam.

Sri B. Govindaswamy Pillai, representing the
Saragwathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.

Sri E. M. Subramania Pillai, representing the
Presidency Tamil Sangam, Sankarankoil.

Dr. 8. G. Manavalaramanujam, representing the
Academy of Tamil Culture, Madras.

Prof. R. Viswanatha Aiyar, representing Dr.
Swaminatha Aiyar Library, Madras.

~ Sri T. S. Avanashilingam Chettmr representing
the Tamil Valareln Kazhagam.



Members—cont. .,
Sri N. D. Sundaravadivelu.

Rev. Xavier 8. Thani Nayagam, Department of
Education, University of Ceylon, Peradeniya (Ceylon).

Dr. D. C. Sirear, Government Epigraphist for
India, Ootacamund.

Sri K. R. Srinivasan, Temple Survey Project,
Madras.

Sri T. Chandrasekharan, Government Oriental
Manuseripts Libravy.

Sri P. R. Srinivasan, Glovernment Museum.

Dr. R. P. Sethu Pillai.

Dr. A. Chidambaranathan.

Sri K. V. Jagannathan.

Dr. M. Varadarajan.
Sri M. P. Periaswamythooran.
Sri M. 8. A. Majid.
Syi . Jeevanandam.
Dr. 8. 8. Bharati.
Sri V. Ramalingam Pillai.

Kumari Masilamani, Women’s Christian College,

Madras.
Kumari R. Rajamani, Queen Mary’s College,
Madras.

Sri 8. S, Vasan.

Sri T. P. Meenakshisundaram.
Sii K. A, P. Viswanatham.
Sri M. P. Sivagnanan.

Sri V. R. Nedunchezhiyan.

The functions of the Council will be as follows:—

(1) To keep under review the progress of the work
done by the Official Language Aect Implementation
Commiitee ; and to co-ordinate that work with other
related activities in the field of development of Tamil.

(2) To arrange for the systematic copying of all
the inseriptions in the various temples in this State and
arrange for publishing the same aceording to a planned
time-sehedule ; and to co-ordinate this work with the
activities of the I pigraphical Department of the
Government of India.

(3) To arrange for the systematic study of the
antiquities of pre-historic and historie * periods of
Tgmilnad and to eo-ordinate this work with the
activities of the Archaological Department of the
Government of India.

{4) To co-ordinate and develop the activities of
institutions and libraries, where unpublished manu--
scripts are available, co-ordinate the work velating to
editing and printing on the basis of a planned
time-schedule.

(8) To eco-ordinate and develop the activities of
all agencies at present engaged on the production and
the publication of popular reading materials with a
view to develop the reading habit among the people ;
and to co-ordinate this work with the programine of
Publie Library Development, especially in villages.

(6) To arrange for production of children’s hooks
in Tamil, to arrange for their distribution and to
co-ordinate this work with a programme of library
development, cspecially in villages.

(7) To promote the study of folklore ;
(8) To arrange for the preparation of a cemplete

descriptive catalogue of the manuseripts in the custody
of all institutions in the State and indexing subject-

war, authorwar, ete.; to arrange for the compilation®

-and publication of bibliographies, diectionaries, eneyelo-
pheedias, basic voeabularies, ete.; and to take all other
steps necessary for promoting systematie study and
research into ancient manuscripts.

{9) To take such other measures as are necessary
to develop the Tamil language and to spread its use as

‘a vehicle for all transactions both in the educational

and other ficlds.
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Sri Ekambaranathan, a ventor of the Ambar Charka was R
awarded the title of *“ Padma Skrs”. Sri Lal Bahadur
Sastri is seen pinning the medal on Srt Ekambaranathan.



Shri Sriman Narayan, Member, Planning Commission,

met the Chief Secretary and other officials connected with

Plonning and Development in the State, during his visit
to the Ctty in January (above).

e

Vice-Admiral Ramdas Katari, I.N.,
Chief of Naval Staff, inspected the Units of
the Nawval Wing of N.C.C. in the Cily
Schools and Colleges during his wisit to the
City in January (right).

Citations on copper plates were presented
to those who helped in coining amd inlrodu-
cing Tamil Administrative Terms and
Teachers’ College Terms on 4th February
1959 by . the Governor. Pholo shows
Sri A. Arulappan, Professor of Tamil,
St.  Xavier's  College, Palayamkottai
receiving the Citation from the Governor.
He was also awarded the title ¢ Tamil
Perum Pulavar ”.




Srt C. A. R. BHADRAN, 1.F.8,, and T, B. JAMBULINGAM, A.LF.C.

Introductory.

Perhaps the carliest utterance on Forestry was made
some 2,500 years ago, when the Buddha said :

“The forest is a peculiar organism of umlimited
benevolence that makes no demands for its sustenance.
It affords protection to all beings, offering shade even
to the axe-men who destroy it.” ‘

It is a sad comment on human progress since then,
that even today the importance of forests for the well-
being of the people is not realized in its full significance.
To meet the growing demands for land for food and
other erops and to serve the varied domestic require-
ments, forests and trees have heen thoughtlessly
destroyed all along, all over the world ; this process, at
least in the early stages of human advancement, was
furthered by the apprehensions that the wild heasts of
the forests would remain a constant source of danger
and disturbance to man, his domestiec animals and his
erops.

It was left to the French and German nations to
lay the foundations of gcientific forestry. Having
neither the great reserves of the thinly populated areas
of Northern HFurope, nor the warm elimate of the
Mediterranean, nor Britain’s mastery of the seas, they
reeognized the need to conserve their forests at a com-
paratively early stage in their modern history ; in faet,
even before coal became the basic fuel for industry.
Thus began the practice of forestry on the basis of a
sustained yield ; and the art, science and business of
forestry has so developed sinee then on the continent
that nowhere else ean he seen such orderly forests like
the Black Forests of Germany or the Mountain Forests
of the Juras, which have heen systematically managed
for four centuries or so now. It is to their credit that
even ambitious dictators did not allow their grandiose
plans to interfere with the conservative management of
their forests. As a result, these forests today eonstitute
standing evidence of the advantages to the people from
sustained working, especially in such a long-term
business as Forestry.

Thus the need for conservation of forest resources
and the proper management of forests has been actively
recognized only in the last 400 years or so. In faet,
over most of the world, any form of systematic forestry
has been practised scarcely for a century. Having
completed 102 years since the First Conservaior of
Forests was appointed, Madras can elaim to be in the
vanguard of forest administration. But the recent
political changes have adversely affected the extent of
regular forests and forest resources of this State and
a_considerable leeway will have to be made up 1o bring

o

abqpt a satisfactory position in this respeet, again.

Historical.

As everywhere in India, the greater part of Madras
State was also orginally a thickly wooded ecountry.
The old epies and poems speak of the south as cne sea
of forests. BEven the ecomparatively recent wmilitary
records (of the 18th eentury) relate how troops _had to
cut their way through dense jungle in tracts which ave
now vast open lands or degraded thorny scrub.
Apparently, as population increased and cultivation
extended, the jungle receded to locations not wanted
otherwise and the remote hills. .

About 1800 A.D. the Government of the day tool
the initial step towards forest conservation and protec- °
tion, when they appointed the Bengal-Bombay Joint
Commission to enquire and make regulations prohibiting
the felling of teak trees below 21 inches in diameter. In
1805, the Committee reported that the capacity of the
forests for mature teak timber had been overestimated
and more accessible forests had been overexploited but
with protection, a valuable property could be graduall}:
built up. The general protection and management of
forests were however left to the care of Officers of the
Army and the executive. services and occasionally to
a few Policemen and Engineers who happened to have
picked up some knowledge of forestry during their
casual trips to France and Germany while on furlough
in Europe.

However, difficulties began.-to be encountered in
meeting the demands of the Bombay Naval Dockyard—
for teak. The construction of railways also made heavy -
inroads on forest resources. The prolonged peace _
conditions of the 19th century with its increase in
population and increased demands, bore heavily on the
forests in general all over India and loeally shortages
were felt acutely. In 1842, Mr. Conolly, the then
Collector of Malabar, suggested the planting of teak and
it was undertaken from 1844 onwards to lead to the
world-famed teak plantations of Nilambur (now in
Kerala State).

Regular Forest Conservancy may be stated to have
begun in Madras in 1856 when Dr. Cleghorn was
appointed First Conservator of Forests for the Presi-
deney of Madras and Col. Boddome as his assistant just
a century ago. It was not until 1864, however, that the
first regularly trained Forestry Officer was appointed in
India, when Dr. Dietrich Brandis became the country’s |
First Inspector-General of Forests. He inspected t
forests of Madras in 1881 and gave valuable advice to
Dr. Cleghorn.

The Madras Forest Department is celebrating its Centenary in the month of April 1959,
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"~ In 1855, a new era began in the history of forestry
*"in India, when Dalhousie laid down a definite and tar-
sighted forest policy. The forests of the Madras State
was administered under a special State Act passed in
1882. The Government then desired that only an area
about oneesighth of the Presidency should be set apart
as reserved forests! Large arveas containing forest
growth were thus left under the control of the private
owners and also as unreserves. Though a separate forest
administration was set up as early as 1856, progress
was slow even with the primary work of forest reserva-
tion and up to the early twenties of this century
selection, demarcation, survey and settlement of the
Government forests engaged the attention of the depart-
ment almost to the exclusion of most other forestry
interests. Forest protection and conservancy remained
more or less nominal. As the organization of the
Government forests progressed, a change eame in slowly.
The forest staff was gradually strengthened. Fovest
Officers and others in touch with the local conditions
began to recognize that whatever might be the needs
«of the people, the forests in their existing zondition
~.could not bear the ever-increasing drain to which they
" were exposed. Then followed the problems of forest
conservancy and the related questions of abolition of
goat browsing, limiting of cattle grazing according to
carrying capacity of the area, provision of small tiinber
and fuel to the villagers at coneessional rates, supply
of manure leaf, etc. The Government’s anxiety to
remove the more serious of grievances caused by forest
conservancy and its efforts to popularize Forest
Administration did not make matters easier. (overn-
ment advised the Forest Administration of the need for
sympathy in administering the Forest Aect and of ity
duty to provide the villager with his wants for forest
produce. Forest Committees were constituted from time
to time but in practice no attempt was really made 1o
manage the forests on business lines. It is an interesting
fact that even to-day conditions are scarcely different :
- for instance, progress has been extremely slow regarding
survey, demarcation and management of the ex-zamin
orests taken over by Government in 1951.

Till not long ago the District Forest Officer was

- a Forest Assistant to the Collector and his office was a
branch of the Collector’s office. The overall control
vested in the Board of Revenue. The Conservator of
Forests were technical, inspecting officers whose recom-
mendations on technical matters were generally agreed
to. A Committee appointed in 1913 recommended that
such reserved forests as were solely intended to ensure
a continued supply of grazing, fuel and agricultural
requisites be entrusted to panchayats composed - of
village interests. Accordingly, in 1914, certain so-called
minor reserved forests in a few districts were trans-
ferred to management by panchayat. In 1923, a
Retrenchment Committee recommended g classification
of the forests into major and minor fodder and grazing
reserves or minor forests, which were useful mainly for
{ the supply of every day needs of the ryots, passed on to
*Forest Panchayats for management.” The Committee
even considered that no special technical knowledge was
necessary for the management of these simple forests
and so the panchayats worked under the control of the
Revenue Department from July 1925! A total ares of
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about 3,500 square miles was thus transferred. These
forests were rapidly denuded and in‘less than a quarter
of a century it has become imperative that these forests
should be revested in the Forest Administration. But it
has to be added that here again progress has been slow,
as rehabilitation of these forests is proving a difficult
proposition and funds available are far from Iiberal.

Territorial changes.

The original Madras Presidency has undergone
many changes in the last quarter of century to result in
the present Madras State. In 1936, Ganjam distriet was
transferred to form part of the new Province of Orissa,
which meant a loss of about 625 square miles of reserved
forests. In October 1953, the Andhra State eame into
existence and about 10,170 square miles of reserved
forests went with it. Again, according to the States
Reorganization Act of November 1956, about 2,068
square miles of reserved forests consisting of wvaluable
timber forests and plantations were transferved to
Kerala and Mysore States. Against this, a small extent
of less than 200 square miles of forests accrued to the
new Madras State from the erstwhile Travancore-
Cochin State. In the present Madras State the total
extent of the forests is 6,734 square miles and that of
reserved lands comprising mostly ex-zamin forests is
about 1,491 square miles. Thus, forests constitute in all
about 17 per cent of the total land area of the present
Madras State.

The forests described.

Madras has attracted the attention of batanists
and been subject to extensive botanical exploration from
about 1,650. Several eminent botanists like Vanrheede,
Roxbourgh, Beddome, Hooker, Gamble, Bourdillon and
Fischer have made valuable collections and published
detailed information on the flowering plants of the area,
enabling in turn extensive studies of the forest types
included in the region. With reduction in the terri-
torial limits of Madras State, the number and types of
forests and their extents have also dwindled. The
southernmost outlier of sal (Shoree robuste) in Ganjam
district stands excluded from the present Madras State.
The extent of tropical wet evergreen forests has become
considerably attenuated with the loss of the West Coast
distriets to Kerala.

Wet evergreen.—These oecur in hilly terrain
(elevation 500 to 1,000 meter) in Tirunelveli, Kanya-
kumari, Madurai, Coimbatore and the Nilgiris distriets,
in localities where the rainfall exceeds 2,000 millimetre.
These forests are dense and contain a multitude of
species. Some of which attain a height of 40 meter and
over. The following are the valuable species occurring
in these forests: Mesua ferra (Nangal), Caolophylivm
tomentosum (Poon), Balanocarpus utilis (Malaikongu),
Dichopsis elliptica (Pali), Voteria indice (Velapine),
Canarium strictum (Dhup), canes and eta reeds.
Though these forests are dense, these are rarely
exploited except for canes and reeds. Sleepers are being
converted and extracted from the evergreen forests in

Coimbatore South Division in recent years.

Moist deciduous—These are commercially the meost
valuable timber forests in this State. They occur in
localities where the rainfall varies from 1,250 millimeter



to 2,000 millimeter in the Coimbatove, the Nilgivis and

Kanyakumari distriets.  Teetone  grundis (Tea kj,
Terminalia  paniculete  (Pillamarudu), Terminalia
tomentose (Karimarudu), Lagerstroemic lanceolela

{Venteak), Pterocarpus marsupium (Vengai), Adina
cordifolin (Manjakadambai), and Dalbergia  letifolia
(Rosewood) are the ecommon timber species.  Consider-
able extent of these aveas are elearfelled and replanted
with teak, rosewood and softwoods.

Tropical dry.—These ocecur over vast areas in this
State and serve mainly to meet locally the small timber
and fuel requirements of the people. They also serve
as grazing grounds. Tectono grandis (teak), Anogeissus
latifolic (Vekkali), Cassie fistule (Kommai), Aibizzia
lebbeck (Vagal), .lzadirachte indica (Neem), Albizzia
amare  (Usil), and the two hamboos Bambusa
arundenacea and Dendrocalamus strictus ave common in
this type, while sandalwood trees are common in the
north-eastern pavts. These are open type forests over
undulating eountry.

Dry thorn—These forests are open low forests
oceurring over the plaing or low undulating terrain
with. thorny speeies.. Acacie arabice (Karuvelam),
Aeacia leucophlea (Velvelan), Acacia sundra (Sundra),
Acacie  planifrons (Odai), Albizzie amare (Usil),
Zizyphus sp. (Ilandi) ave the most common species.
Euphoribias predominate all over and of late even these
are utilized as fuel. These forests serve for supply of
firewood to a limited extent. Grass is seanty and yet
cattle vesort to them of necessity in large numbers.
Vast arveas of degraded forests of this type have been
taken up for artificial regeneration.

Shola  forests—These oceur in the higher eleva-
tions (temperate climate) in the Nilgiris, and the Palni
Hills mainly. They constitute patches in depressions
and consist of stunted evergreen speeies. In the
surrounding high ground Phenir humilis (Siru icha)
oceurs seattered amidst tall coarse grass. The world
famous downs of the Nilgiris and Kodaikanal hills area
a part of this type and vast areas of this type are heing
planted with wattle and bluegum.

The beach forests—Major portions of this type
oceurring along the coastal sandy wastes, with ocea-
sional palmyrahs. Large areas where sub-soil moisture
conditions are favourable are being planted with
easuarina. In patches occur the carnatic dry evergreen
type.  Adjoining the backwaters especially near
Chidambaram at Pichavaram, Kodikarai, mangrove
forests oecur and these forests arve being exploited for
firewood.

Change in condition of forests.

Due to over-exploitation and wvepeated ecoppicing,
most of the forests arve in a rvather degraded condition.
The soil is exposed in many places to the ravages of sun,
wind and rain. It is further hardened and rendered
impervious by excessive grazing and trampling by eattle.
In such cases a seeondary, open, poor quality serub
results where a good tree erop of the dry deciduous type
oceurred before. Thorny species and species unpalat-
ablé to cattle tend to predominate while species of fuel
and fodder value and of valuable species like sandal-
wood get scarce.

Large-scale afforestation work in the grassy upla.nd .
of the Nilgirvis and the Palni Hills is changing
the look of these hills; plantations of casuarina and
cashew are affecting for the better the coastal sands and
some inland aveas. The barren ex-panchayat and
ex-zamin areas are also being similarly re-clothed
gradually. But this is invariably proving a difficult
and slow process. In faet, repeated and persistent
efforts may he necessary before any tangible results ean .
be achieved.

On the other hand, mainly to meet the growing
demand for food, considerable areas of forest land have
been  hroken wup for cultivation and other mses.
Construetion of dams to form reservoirs for irrigation
and power projeets has led to the submergence of
considerable areas of forest lands and eclearance of
forest growth.

Changes in forestry practices. .

In the more valuable timber forests, selection
fellings were progressively replaced by clearfelling and.
planting,  As transport and extraction faeilities
improved, selection working tended to become confined
to the truly remote areas. Coppice fellings have heen
the general practice for fuel working but the leaving of
standards has gone out of vogue.

The advantages of assured regeneration by
artificial methods have bheen recognized for over a
century so far as valuable timber species like teak ave
concerned. Even with fuel working in the adverse
climatie conditions prevailing, it is recognized that’
coppice regeneration would be inadequate and would:
require full-scale supplementing with planting. The
introduction of exotics like bluegum, casuarina, wattle
and eashewnut has progressed apace, in order to meet
the needs of quick growing species suitable for fuel,
tan-bark and soil conservation.

The progress of road development and mechanieal
equipment has led especially in the present century to'
the rapid replacement of manual labour and animal
transport by modern methods of conversion, extraction
and transport involving large-scale use of mechanised
means.

The forests and the people.

Forests contribute to our wealth and well-being
I many ways. They are of direet value for the many
useful forest produets they yield, such as timber, fuel,
grazing and fodder, manure leaf and minor forest
produce. Indirectly they facilitate the advancement of
agriculture and maintenance of the climatic conditions
of the locality. They also help to conserve the soil.

Forests are, therefore, national assets and their
care and progressive maintenance would he the duty-
not only of Government but equally also of the people.
It would serve but little useful purpose for Government
to attempt developing forests, if the peonle do not
restrain themselves from letting loose cattle at every
opportunity resorting to indiseriminate ecutting and
removal of trees or setting fire to forests, ete. The
earlier it is realized that there is not enough of forest



‘produce to cater to all our needs, the better for the
‘cause of enuring in perpetuity at least their protective
values adequately.

It has to be appreciated that the Forest depart-
ment is the earliest of all welfare departments. It
continues also to provide work for a large number of
village folk and hill tribes (in the execution ol vavious
forest operations). The Forvest department does its best
also to advocate the peaceful co-existence of the dumb
denizens of ocur forests. The annual contribution to
State HExchequer (after meeting all its own expenses)
that the Forest department makes it not insignificant
either. The Forest revente at present is about Rs. 130
lakhs and total expenditure about Rs. T4 lakhs.

Our forests afford annually grazing facilities for
some 41,000 buffaloes, 811,000 heads of cattle, 1,405,000
sheep and 137 other animals like horses; elephants, ete.
The grazing fees collected are purely nominal and hence
the revenue derived from this souree is only Rs. 3,15,000.
Tn this connection it may be pointed out that our forests

really ecannot support so many heads and the persistent
Flemand of the people to admit more number of cattle
‘would only result in ‘Kkilling the goose that lays the
golden egg’.

Our forest also yield every year about 1,200 tons
of sandalwood, 20,000 tons of Timber, 20 lakhs tons of
fuel besides sleepers 10,000 Broad Gauge units. All
this does not meet however even a part of the needs of
the people. Timber is imported mainly from Kerala,
Bombay and the Andamans and Chareoal and firewood
are imported from Andhra Pradesh.

other States will have to continue.

Bamhboos, . manure leaves, cashew, iamarind,
avaram bark, palm leaves, gallnuts, wattle and other
tan barks, stones, eardamoms and ivory are some of the
important minor forest products. Bamboos alone fetch

\,T'Zx}revenue of Bs. 7 lakhs per annum and the require-
ments of the people are supplemented by supplies from
Kerala. The production of manure leaf in this State
is much below the demand and removal has therefore

Serial number and nane of the scheme.

It is expected that.
for another two decades at least this dependaunce on-

to be restricted. Cardamoms and tamayind ave export-
ed to other eountries and States being surplus to our
needs. The approximate revenue at present derived by
sale of Minor Forest Produce standing in the forest is
Rs. 5 lakhs. 1t should be elear from the above that
gur forests have to be developed in all divections.

Development Plans.

Working Plans for the systematie exploitation
and development is a basie pre-requisite of all good
forest management; such plans have been in force lor
over four decades in vespect of Madras forests. DBut as
has been already explained these fovests are degraded
now and need special attention. Vast areas of
completely denuded ex-zamin forests and degraded
ex-panchayat forests transferred to the Forest depart-
ment also await regular protection and improvement. By
the pressure of ever increasing population, by the
improvident demand made on the forests for wood, ete.,
by the growing imbalanee between land nnder cultivarion
and land under forests, a pressing problem has been
cumulatively created in the course of many years,
Hence advantage has been taken of the National Ifive-
Year Plans to develop these forests.

Under the First Five-Year Plan the resumption
of all the panchayat reserved forests and many sx-zamin
forests was eompleted. They are given rest and protec-
tion since. Certain soil conservation experiments were
completed in the Nilgiris. The road system in the
Javadi Hills, important sandal bearing area, was
improved. Casuarina was planted over 1,400 acres dvy
fuel species over 30,000 acres; softwoods over 2,700 acres
(to meet the demand for matchwoods), wattle over 2,849
acres and bluegum over 1,097 acres in the Nilgiris and
Palni Iills. The revision of the Working Plans of
Nilgiris, Coimbatore South and Tiruchirappalli was eon-
cluded. Working plans and schemes were undertaken
for the first time for the ex-panchayat forests. Xowevar
much could not be done in the First Five-Year Plan.

The make up this lag in the First Five-Year Plan
a comparatively large provision of Rs. 135 lakhs was-
approved for the Second-Plan period for forest improve-
ment under thirteen different schemes as follows :—

Physical larget. Expenditure provision.

(1 (2 ; (3)
s h RS, IN LAKHS.
1 Preservation of wild life ‘e . .o .. --Rigid protection and improvement to Mudu- 4'5 '
malai Wild Iafe and Vedanthangal bird
) sanctuaries.
2 Creation of rodder banks and improvement to grazing . 12,500 acres ‘e - .o .. 1-33
3 Lac culbivation .. . ‘e . .. Stepping up lac production in nine centres and 1419
planting lac host tree.
4 Caghew cultivation .. .. e e .. 45,450 acres . .. . .. 25°16
5 Expansion of plenting activities of valuable commercial Teak 4,170 acres .. . .. o :
timber Species such as teak, ete. Bamboos 600 acres .. .. .. 455
L | Teak under *irrigated condition’ 1,200 acres. o
6 Creation of river canal and lake fringe forests .. .. 4,000 acres e e .. . 800
7 Development of matchwood plantations o - 8.300 acres ‘e e el e 5:96
L3
8 Crestion of industrial plantations such as wattle and f Wattle 19,000 acres .o .y .t 912 -
bluegum. . Blue gum, 1,900 acrea .. .. :
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(v

9 Rehebilitation of degraded forests—
{1) Afforestation of low hills -
{2) Demarcation and survey of ex-zamin forests ‘e
(3) Construction of residential accommodation

10 Reclamation of eroded lnnds—
(L) Afforestation of dry fucl forests .. .
(2} Development of fodder and pasture

(3} Reconnaissance of eroded lands outside
raserved forest.

(4) Construction of residential ascommodation .

..
s e

surve

-

11 Extension of cesuarina plantation . e

12 Deovelopment of modern technique of timber extraction and
ecommunication.

13 Development of Forest Administration Working Plans ..

It is confidently anticipated that the targets, physieal
and financial, will be fully achieved in this -eriod,

The future of forestry in the State.

The programme of development under the Second
Five-Year Plan will be further intensified during the
Third Five-Year Plan. It has been proposed to imple-
ment nine schemes at an estimated outlay of over Rs. 300
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Physical target. Brpenditure provision.

(2) (3)
RS, IN LAEHS,
17,750 acres .. - . 7:30
State .. .o . . .. 129
Do, . .. 117
70,000 acres e . . .. 30°00
15,000 acres . e s 12-19
State o - . . 185
Do. .. . .. . 5:00
3,400 aores .o .o . 500
State o . . . . 700
Do, .. ve .o .. . 4+00
13461 |
lakhs. The new schemes proposed are planting alongS

the railway lines, forest resources, survey, compensation
for extinguishing forest rights, farm forestry, timber
operations and forvest utilization, setting up a forest
centre, improvements to Zoos and providing more ameni.
ties to staff and labour. The particulars of the schemes
proposed are summarized below :—

Name of the scheme. Physical Fz;ﬁ;oe?ﬂ 1;;:
garges. Provision. LAKHS.
(1) ) 3) - (4)
ACRES, LAKHS,
I. Forest plantation— -
1. Extension of casuarina plantations .. e . 6,000 1800
2. Caghew cultivation .. .. .. ‘e 15,000 900
3. Teak (without irrigation) .. .. . e 5,000 )
4, Teak (by irrigation) .. . ‘e . . 1,200 180
5. Matchwood plantations .. .. .. .. 6,500 5-50 -
-6, Wattle and eucalyptus plantations . .. 20,000 8:00
7. Creation of forests along river, canal and lake 13,000 43-50
fringes and railway lines.
8. Planting species useful as hosts for lac insects ceen 300
including cultivation of lac. }
. 9150 ‘9150
IX. Forest Resources Survey .o .o . e Entire State .. . . e 300 300
III. Porest consolidation— .
1. Survey and demarcation of ox-zamin forests .. Entire State 6:00
2. Compensation for extinguishing forest rights .. Do. 500
1100 11-00
IV, Farm Foreslry and Vanamahotsavo-—
1, Raising of .forests in Community Development/ 89,500 acres .o . B ‘e 75400
National Extension Service Blooks,
2. Reconnaissance survey of eroded lands outside State .. . o .o . 650
Reserved Forests,
® 8150 81-50
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Name of the scheme.

Physical Financial RS.
target, target IN
' Provision. LAKHS,
(1) () (3) (£
ACRES, LAKHS,
. Cultural and Preservation, Work—
1. Rehabilitation of degraded forests . .e . .. . .o .. . .. 187-00
(@) Afforestation of low hills . . . 18,000 750
(b) Afforestation of degraded fuel forests in 72,000 3500
ex-panchayat and ex-zamin forests.
2, Working plan organizations . . es State ., e . . e 600
3. Improvement of forest grazing .o ve .o 5,000 500
4. Wild life preservation e .. .o «« (1) Two new sanctusries ome at
Tlandy and the other at Mundan-
thorai.

(2) Further improvement in Mudu-
malai wild life sanctuary.

(3) Improving the Madras Zoo and 11-00
establishing two new Zoos, one .
Coimbatore and the other at

- Madurai,
64-50 64:50
V1. Timber operation and forest ugilization . .. . .. .. - .. 3. 300 3-00
VII. Communication and buildings—
h 1. Roads .. .. .. .. .. .. .o 40 miles .. .. .. .. .. 7.00
/ 2. Buildings . . .. .. . . . 2000
- 3, Forest Centre .. .. . .. v .. e 4-00
—— 3100
VII1. Staff and sraining—
Training .. . . - . . e 8:00
2. Creation of accounting unit .. .. . - 1:00
— 9:00
1X. Labour amenitica— . ‘
1. Lorries—26 lorries .. .. .e - . eenn . 6+70
2. Mazdoor lines—26 Mazdoor lines .. .. .o cene 1-30
. ot 800
8:00

' Total provision .. 30250

———

In spite of these ambitious plans, this note eannot

) on the progress of farm forestry and vanamahotsava.

be better concluded (‘;han by emphasizing thaicx self-suffi- It would be appropriate here to re-call

cieney in forest products and adequacy in the content . . ]

(if not extent) of forests will be achieved in our State Ege that planteth a tree is a servant of God. He
voply with the peoples’ full and active support. Much provideth a kindness for many gqnel}“atlons and faces
~of the future development of forests in Madras depends that he hath not seen shall bless him .

Harijan Week was celebrated in the Oity in the last week of January. Processions were taken round and public meetings were
held in various parts of the City. A mass public meets

Harijan Welfare—addressed the gathering,

ing was held at which Sri P. Kalkkan, Minister for Works and




“Top Slip - The Land of Forest Enterprise”

Srr 8. M. A. ASLAM, sm.a. (Dip. in Geo.), A.LF.C., Personal Assistant to the Chief Conservator of Forests.

The visitor who yearns for high, pure air loaded with
oxygen, the visitor who secks peace and 1‘1:':111(11;&1}1‘_\', :131(1
who would like perhaps, to come face to face with wild
clephants or white hison, or who is in search of 1111‘(111
small, idyllie world of Nature at its best must make for
‘Top Slip .. Here he will attain satisfaction lor ”F.op’
Slip " awakens in one that happy on “ Top of the world
feeling.

To many outside the Worest department in Madras
State and to many more, even amongst the cotnion
folk of the neighbouring distriets * Top Slip ' may sound
a curious and unfamihiar name. This place is about
fitty miles from Coimbatore and nestles in the Anamalais
at an altitude of 3,000 feet, right at the exit of the
Palghat gap. Tts strategie position has made it the
venue of many a successful forest enterprise. The place
derives its name  Top Slip ’ from the practice adopted
during the 19th century, of sliding logs of timber down
the slopes of the hills over a distance of 1,000 feet to the
foot of the Ghats.

These hills are popularly known as Anamalais and
are shrouded with thick forest growth. They are the
much favoured haunts of herds of clephants. These
verdant and sunny hills with contradictory ridges, inter-
secting valleys and gradients that annul one snother
are the meeting place of many rivulets and swater
courses. ILooking out a little further, we find those hills
flanked on the west and the south-west by the Parambi-
kulam area of the Kerala State. This area gets a rain-
fall ranging from 60 inches — 120 inches from east and
west and is ideal for teal growing. It is, however, only

23 oy

The Ulandy Valley road which was constructed recently at a
cost of Bs. 7 lakhs is the Road to Plenty.

next to Nilambur (South Malabar) where the best teak
in India is grown. The portion of this area lying in
Coimbatore district comprises mainly of Mt. Stuart,
Tekkadi, Ulandy and Palakadavu. These areas have
been noted for their teak, rosewood and vengai. Rose-
wood trees 30 feet in girth (at breast height) and 120
feet tall, vielding about 1,000 cubie feet of timber per
tree and valued at Rs. 20,000 (at the present market
rate) have been extracted from these forests. A single
plank 614 feet wide and 16 feet in length sawn out of
one rosewood tree was presented to Lord Willington.

The early history of these forests is shrouded in
obseurity as no reliable records exist. But it is eertain
that since time immemorial these tracts were ~':ubjecx%
to mnrestricted removal of all species except teak, rosed
wood and vengai. These species were perhaps preserved
from exploitation up to historieal times mainly due to
the comparative inaccessibility and extremely malarious
condition of their location. Iucrative demand for large
sized timber was also lacking. The advent of the British
towards the latter half of the 18th century completely
changed the picture. The growing demands for hetter
quality timber gave a great fillip to the exploitation of
teak from these forests. Soon the forests were getting
depleted. In the middle of the 19th century carnest
attempts were made to help nature to replenish herself,
Hago wood pioneered the growing of teak artificially

in these areas and this he did at a time when these
forests were infested with wild animals and when these
tracts were inaccessible and had to be covered only on
foot or on ponies.

—
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Set up against varying forest panaerama, the road A
offers pleasant driving,

©



The rich foliuge with which the aren abounds.

The . absence of a road system rendered the
exploitation of these forests uneconomie.

The first road was constructed in 1851 from Top
Slip to Sichali a distance of over six miles to harness
the valuable forests of Sichali valley, Although in 1856
Captain Michael aligned a Ghat Road from Top Slip
to the foot of the hills, the actual construction of
the road was taken up only in 1868. This road was the
main artery along the timber bearing areas from
the hills to the plains for well over 50 years until it
was replaced by the present Sethumadai—Top Slip
(Ghat Road in 1924, '

Apart from the construction of these roads, other
mechanized methods were tried to exploit the timber by
ropeways and tramways from Top Slip to Sungam.
But the gradient was too steep at places and working
of these schemes had to be discontinued.

From 1916 onwards the Mount Stuart Forests
ceased to be mere exploitation; exploitation was followed
up with regeneration of teak. Tt was then that the
Theeessity of constructing good roads was keenly felt.
Transport is the foundation on which the economie
prosperity of a nation should be edificed and it is more
so in the case of exploiting the forest resources. Road
transport has aptly been called the “ Nations Delivery
System ”.

Realizing the truth of the above statement, Marshall,
the then Forest Engineer laid the foundation of a (that
Road from Sethumadai to Anaipadi in about 1926.

With the opening of the Anaipadi Ghat Road,

Tegeneration progress in and around Mount Stuart was

given an impetus. But still the inaccessible Ulandy
Valley remained unsurmournted and unrevealing, Aftter
a series of unsuceessful attempts, the question of suecess-
fully linking the Ulandy Valley to the other net works
of road on the plateau was taken up in 1945 as a Posi-
War Development Scheme. But due to deficiency in
forest budget, this work had to be postponed. It was
wnly in 1955 that the construction. of the road was again
‘examined and entrusted to Forest department of Madras
State. The 1614 miles long Ulandy road was constructed
at a cost of Rs. 7 lakhs. o
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The road is flanked by imposing tall trees of valuable timbesr.

With the alignment and completion of the road,
the 12,000 acres of the valley are now available for
exploitation of timber and bamboo-bearing forests. Thus
the road to Ulandy is rightly called the road to plenty—
for while one acre of good forest arca in the valley can
be planted with teak at a cost of Rs. 70, the potentiak
‘alue at the time of its maturity would be Rs: 7,000.
The road which was opened in the middle of 1958 will
thus compensate the loss sustained by the Madras State
as a result of the implementation of the Siates.
Reorganization Act of 1956 when large areas of the
first-class forests had to he transferred to the Kerala
and Mysare States.  Apart from the benefits which will -
acerue to the Forest department, this road opens out
new avenues for harnessing the Parambikulam water for

Power generation and irrigation.

Top Slip has yet another attraction for the visitor.
The Wild life iy extremely varied due to the range of
forest types and elevations. The animals peculiar 1o
this tract are the majestic white Bison which is the
largest wild ox alive today and which attains as fine a
stature here as the Gaur of the Mudumalais. The white
Sambhur which is so utterly sylvan in habit and looks
is also confined to the Anamalais. Besides the animals
mentioned, the Lordly Elephant, the mouse deer, the
panther, the barking deer, the common Langur, the
Bonnet Macqque are the other features of this place.
However, the lesser fauna of these forests are no less
interesting particularly the avifauna which is typical of
mixed deciduous forests. The flora, especially in areas
where no plantation work has been done, iy of real
interest to the botanist and naturalist: In an attemnpt
to save the many forms of ereation for posterity . and
from total extinetion, the State has made an earnest
beginning with the “ Setting up of a Special Game-
Traet 7.

Top Slip with true forest panorams, pleasant
weather, perennial streams and a beautiful Rest Hounse
holds every promise of developing into one of the finest
“ Nature Spots ” in India—This will be rvealized S00D-~—
if only the feeling for Wild Life now so evident®ig

sustained.



Metric System of Weights and Measures

Ser R. R. VISUVASAM, LAS.

Weights and Measures must be ranked among the
mecessities of life of every individual as also of human
soeciety. They enter into the economic arrangements
and - they are necessary to every occupation of Immcm
industry, trade and commerce. The knowledge of
‘Weights and Measures, as in established use, is among
‘the first elements of education and is often learnt even
by those who know nothing, not even to read and write.
"The same thing holds good in the case of coinage.

Now that the decimal system in coinage has heen
adopted, decimal system for weights and measures seems
appropriate. The decision of the Government of India
to adopt the Metric System of Weights and Measures
as the sole system along with the decimal coinage, needs
more publicity so that the masses of the ecountry could
be cenversant with the great changeover. Every one
should be convinced about the advantages of the Metric
System, which after all is based on our own decimal
system of mathematical expression.

The modern method of expressing all numerals by
10 symbols having absolute and positional values, is a
~ produet of Indian ingenuity, beeause this unique con-
.ception was given to the world by an Indian Mathe-
matician more than 2,000 years ago, and it has hecome
the basis of all mathematieal calculations overywhere
in the world. The rapid advance in the Science of
numerals is due to the great simplicity and ease given
in the Mathematics by these ideas of decimal pomt and
decimal place.

The Indian Standards Institution Speeial Committee
of 1949 appointed by the Government of India to con-
sider and recommend to the Government, National
Standards for the measurement of length, weight,
volume and energy, after prolonged deliberations on
‘the various points of view expressed by different autho-
rities, came to the conclusion that the general consensus
of opinion in India was in favour of adoption of the
Metrie System.

The Government of India accepted the mcgmmmda-
tion of the Indian Standards ° Imstitution " Speecial
Committee, that in order to spread over the rather
«considerable expendlture involved, the changeover
should be earried out in three stages, covering a per’od
of 11 to 15 years. It was satisfactorily expressed that
ultimately, the standardization under Metric System
would more than repay the expenditure inevitable in its
introduction. Its uniformity will lead to security to
the masses in their day-to-day commercial dealmgs its
sinfplicity would result in tremendous saving of time,

money and cnergy in commereial and technieal caleula-
tions and in education and training of the younger
generation; its international charactel’ would help
stimulate overseas trade, ete,

This system, called ¢ Metric System’ is based gene-
ally on the fundamental standard of length, viz,
¢ Metric’. The Metric System originated in France in
the Wake of the French Revolution. With a view to
making the new system universal and not changing,
it was decided to base the standard of length on Naiure
itself. The 10 millionth part of the Barth’s quarter at
the Meridian (Longitude) was at that time declared
to be the “ Metric . The Metre is the primary unit of
lengfh under the Metric System. The word ¢ Metre’
is derived from the Greek word ¢ Metron’ and the Lazin
word ‘ Me’ meaning ‘to measure’, This is the brief
history .of the ¢ Metre .

The French National Academy introduced for the
first time the use of Weights and Measures, viz.,, Metre
for length, Kilogram for mass and Litre for eapac;ty
in the year 1793 It was decided to have Weights and
Measures based on these units in 1799, when the Metrie
System was initially introduced and it beecame the sole
legal system only in 1840. In 1870, the Freuch Govern-
ment convened an International Conference, which was
attended by delegates from various countries. The Con-
ference signed what is known as ¢ Convention of the
Metre ” which brought the International Bul‘eau of
Weights and Medsures into existence. e

Three-fourths of the population of the world is using
Metrie System of Weights and Measures. All countries,
except England and America arve using Metrie System,
but two-thirds of the International trade of America and
half the International Trade of TFngland are being
carried out by use of Metric Weights and Measures.

n Madras State at present we have no Act in foree.
Different kinds of standards are being used and more
confusing is the fact that different Welo'hts are. called
by the same name. TFor example, the seer. - We have
seer of 24 tolas, seer-of 60 tolas, seer of 72 tolas, ecte.
The Indian Standard seer is 80 tolas.  We have 1:0
system at all. 'We have been so used to this confusion
that we do not even pause to think of the chaos that is
caused in the trade and commerce of the State. Lven
in buying and selling gold we just rely on seeds that
are picked up in the forest as a weight. Tt is a very,
common sight to see even a lump of stone heing med
as a welght in our State. We are almost pmmltn’c in
this respect.



The enforcement of Metric System has been intro-
duced in the first instance in the four districts of
Madras, Chingleput, North Arcot and Sonth Areot of
this State. "The Government of India decided in Apuril
1957 to introduce decimal coinage and you are aware
how this system is working satisfactorily in this country.
Similarly, Government of India have decided to intvo-
duce Metric System of Weights and Measures, by
implementing the Standards of Weights and Measures
Act, 1956.

In future, commercial weights required by the traders
for use for trade will be manufactured by manufacturers
to whom licences for the same will be granted under
the Metric Aet. They should manufacture as per speeci-
fications and get them passed by the Inspector of
Weights and V[easures after checlx, and then sell them

in the market. In this way commercial weights and
measures will be manufactured and supplied,

Apart from the fact that these all undoubted advan-
tages to be derived by the whole country in its internal
trade and commerce by the adoption of the metric
system of weights and measures, the couniry is bound
to derive far greater advantages by way of easier
transactions in our external trade. The Madras Gov-
crnment has enacted the Metric Weights and Measures
Aect. Similar procedure will be adopted in other States
also, where each State will have its own enactment based
on the Central Model Act and Rules. Consequently,
there will be a uniform Weights and Measures Act,
prevalent in all the States of India, and we will do away
with all sorts and kinds of weights and one accepted
uniform weight will be prevalent all over India.

The Finance Mi inister Sri 0. Subramaniam presented the Budjet for the year 1059—60 in the Stafe Leg stla,twe -
. Assembly on 2nd March 1959

< 3A



SOVIET PUPPET THEATRE
IN THE CITY

The Soviet Puppet Theatre was in the City during the second week of February.  Alladin’s Magic Lamp > and
“ An Unusual Concert” were performed much to the delight of the old and young. The photos on these pages show
some of the scenes from these two shows.




Right : The Finance Minister making
the acquaintance of the star performers
backstag:. .

Left : The Director’s Show.

Above Left : From ¢ Alladin’s Magic
Lamp >,

From < An Unusual Concert .




The

Direciors and members of the Theatre were enterfained {0 a performance of Dummy Horse Show
by Sri Sundaramurthi and Party and Barathanatyam by Kurari Padmint Priyedorsini.
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Co-operative Education and Training

frr K. W A, GOVINDARATAN, Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Socities, Tiruchivappally.

Madras is one of the States in India which realised
most. early the need for providing training faeilities
to the staff employed in the Ce-operative Department
as well as co-operative institutions. As eavly as 1914,
the Madras Provineial Co-operative Union wag formed,
one of its duties being the education of members and
office-heavers of Co-operative societics and the training
of the staff of co-operative institutions besides general
eo-operative propaganda. It continmes to be the apes
ageney for the promotion of eo-operative education and
propaganda in the State. It is in charge of the training
of non-official staff and it supervises the Co-operative
Training Institutes under it. It preseribes the courses
of study -in the Training institutes and holds exami-
nations for the trainees.

Till reecently there were only two co-operative
Training Institutes one at Tanjore and another at
Coimbatore for giving training to non-official staff such
as Supervisors of Co-operative Central Banks and
employees of other co-operative institutions- besides
prospective employees of Co-operative institutions in
the residuary State of Madras. Government have sane-
tioned the ecstablishment -of one more institute at
Madurai to serve the disificts of Madurai, Ramanatha-
puram, Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari. This Institute
was started on 27th July 1056. The Co-operative Train-
ing Institutes are independent organisations registered
under the Madras Co-operative Socicties Aet and the
Madras State Co-operative Union exereise general super-
vigion over them, conduets the annual examinations and
awards certificates for successful eandidates. In order
to tone up and strengthen the teaching arrangements,
tovernment have sanetioned the appointment of
Deputy Registrar, Principals and part-time Commereial
Instructors to the Institutes at Tanjore and Coimba-
tore. The candidates are given theoretical training for
a period of mine months in the Institute commencing
from July every year. On completion of theoretical
training they ave given practical training for a period
of two months in their native distriets. The practieal
training iy ayranged by the Distriet Co-operative
Central Banks. The subjects taught are Co-operation,
Auditing, Banking, Rural Jiconomies and Book-keeping.
Successful eandidates are employved by the co-operative
institutions.

During 1957-58, 676 ecandidates were undergoing
training in the institutes at Tanjore, Coimbatore and
Madurai. The Madras State Co-operative Union framed
regulations for admission to the institutions, namely,
that candidates should be those declaved eligible - for
admission to the University or fit for selection for
public serviee Dby the Public Serviee Commission.
Canditlates belonging to Scheduled castes and Muslim

- officials who are employed or who seek employment in,

community who have appeaved for the S.8.L.C. Txami-
nation or equivalent examination but have not passed
are also clieible for admission. Besides the regular
annual courses o special ghori-term course is8 eonducted‘
by the Institutes for the benefit of the employees of
non-credit  eo-operative institutions such as stores
socicties, milk-supply societies, weavers' societies, ete.
The fee for the annual course is Rs. 60 while that for
non-eredit course is Rs. 5.

The subordinate personnel of the Co-operative
Department, viz., Junior Inspectors and Senior Inspee-
tors reeruited by the Madras Public Sevviee Commission
ave given training in the Central Co-operative Institute,
Madvas. This institute is run by the Co-operative
Department. It was founded in 1934. The teaching
staff consists of one Deputy Registrar, Principal
Co-operative Sub-Registrar, lecturers and two part-time
Commercial Instructors. At present there arve 140
Senior Inspectors-trainees undergoing training in the
Clentral Co-operative Institute, Madras. They are given
theorvetical training for nine months which is followed
by practical training for a period of three months in
the distriets. The subjeets taught are co-operation,
co-operative law, Auditing, Banking, Rural Eeonomics
and Book-keeping. During practical training ' they
study the working of the various types of co-operative
societies, their andit and supervision, ete. On comple-.
tion of the training they are posted for regular duty.
The Central Co-operative Institute conduets exami-
nations n all the subjeets twice a year in March and
September which ~ the officers of the Co-operative
Department on probation are required to pass. Non-

lo-operative Institutions are also admitted to the
Institute. The number of candidates so admitied is
limited to 10 per session provided they have passed the
intermediate examination 6f a vecognised Univergity
and remit Rs. 70 for the entire course.

Apart from the training facilities available in the
State the Reserve Bank of India, Bombay, has opened
a Regional Co-operative Training Centre at Madras to
impart training to the Intermediate personnel employed
hy the Co-operative Departments and Co-operative
Institutions in the Southern Zone, which inecludes the
States of Madras, Andhra, Kerala and Mysore. It
imparts training to about 45 candidates every year.
It conduets special short-term courses in ceo-operative
marketing and in land mortgage hanking for a period
of four months. Departmental as well as mnon-official
candidates arve deputed for training in these courses.
The extension officers for Co-operation are also sent in
batehes of 25 candidates for training in the Regional -
Training Centre for Block Level Co-operative Officer,
Tirupathi which is run by the Reserve Bank of India,
Bombay. e



" Jhe existing mirangements for training pf co-Opera-
tive personnel both official and non-official are not
adequate and steps are being taken to expand qnd
improve the training facilities so as to meet the growing
*need for trained personnel arising from the recent
expansion of the movement in the State and the several
schemes for co-operative development included in the
Second Five-Year Plan. The Central Co-operative
Institute, Madras, has no building of its own.
trainces undergoing training in the Central Co-opera-
tive Imstitute, Madras, are put to much difficulty for
want of hostel accommodations. Government have since
approved the proposal of the Registrar for the
construction of building and hostel for the Central
Co-operative Institute, Madras, at an estimated cost of
Rs. 3.75 lakhs. Shortlv the institute will have & build-
-ing and hostel for acecommodating about 100 trainees.
‘The Co-operative Training Institute at Tanjore and
Coimbatore have also proposed to construct a hostel
chuildings “providing accommodation for about 35
trainees and Government have agreed to provide 50 per
cemt, of the cost of the hostel buildings as Government
loan. ‘

Besides the training of the staff of the Co-operative
Department and the Co-operative Institutions attention
is paid to the eduecation of members and office-bearers
of co-operative societies and to general co-operative
propaganda. In ovder to train the Panchayatdars and
members of co-operative societies a Five-Year Training
Scheme was implemented with thé grant given by the
Government of India as early as 1935. In 1944, the
scheme of training the Panchdavatdars of Co-operative
Secieties was revived with the funds provided by the
State Government. They were given training by the

" teaching staff employed in Co-operative Institutes
during the vacation from April to June. The classes.
were conducted for a period of two years and were
discontinued in 1947. The scheme could not be worked

Zsugeesstully mainly for the reasons that the number of
dayy of training in a centre was fixed at 15 and the
panchayvatdars mostly agriculturists were not able to

" Srimathi  Lour hammal — Simom, Minister Jor  Local
Admiagstyation, presided over th: Awnual Day Celebra-
. tion of the Alyw Ladies® Club. -
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and organises propaganda lectures.

attend the classes leaving their own work. The All
India Co-operative Union has now drawn up a scheme
for the organisation of Co-operative education for the
non-official personnel of the Co-operative movement,
¥iz., members and potential members. Panchayatdars
and offiec-hearers of co-operative societies for the
country as a whole and the secheme is being implemented
through the Madras State Co-operative Union in this
State. During 1957-58 the scheme was implemented in
Tirukkalikundram Block in the Chingleput distriet and
Madurai Block in the Madurai district. For the year,
1958-59 the Tiruvallur Block in the Chingleput
district and the Melur Block in the Madurai distriet
are selected for implementing the scheme. Aceording
to the scheme the members are to be given training for
three days, the panchayatdars for one week and the
office-bearers for five to six weeks. The candidates
attending the classes are paid a stipend of Re. 1 per
head per diem. The services of one Co-operative Sub-
Registrar and two Senior Inspectors are given to the
union for the implementation of the scheme. The
Co-operative Sub-Registrar is agsisting the union at its
headguarters and the two Senior Inspectors are con-
dueting the classes in the district. During 1957-58,
5,682 members and prospeetive members 464 pancha-
vatdars and 68 office-bearers received the training.

The Madras State Co-operative Union is the Central
institution charged with the duty of carrying on
co-operative propaganda in the State. It conducts the
MHadras Journal of Co-operation, a monthly Jjournal
devoted to the spread of co-operative knowledge, subsi- -
dises . co-operative Journals in various regional
langunages, runs a eo-operative library, publishes propa-
ganda literatures. The union is subsidised annually by
the State Government and by the Madras State
Co-operative Bank. It participates in the local exhibi-
tions, conduets periodical eonferences on a State basis
The magie lantern
slides, films and posters of the union are in great
demand in other States. A

There are three Tamil journals, viz., Kootturavoo,
published hy the Tamilnad Co-operative Federation,
Coimbatore. The Madurai-Raomanathapurem  Kuitu-
ravoo, published by the Madurai Distriet Co-operative
Central® Bank, Madurai and Kutturaves Thondu,
published by the Tanjore Co-operative ¥mployees
Association, Tanjore under the scheme for the training
of non-official personnel of the Co-operative movement,
pamphlets explaining  the duties of members,
panchayatdars and office-bearers and their role in the
co-operative are also distributed during the classes.
Seminars are also conducted where one or two office-
bearers from each society and the supervisors of Central
banks are invited for group discussion and. - the -
difficulties experienced in the development of the eo-
operative movement are discussed. o

It is hoped that the arrangements made for
co-operative education and propaganda in the Statee
will be availed of by the eo-operative institutions,
co-operators and the general public so that the
co-operative movement may render greater service to the
eause of national development. ’ . :



Srr V. D. SPURGEON, Deputy Director of Fisheries, Madras-

Most of you may be familiar with the Indian Conch-
shell known. as Sange in Tamil and Senkham in Teluguy,
but not its fishery. Sangu is commonly used in reli-
gious ceremonies by a vast majovity of people in our
State. In Hindu mythology and ancient Tamil litera-
ture there are frequent references to Sangu. It is well
known that Sangu is one of the two symbols pionsly
associated by ITindus with Lord Vishnu. Pictures and
idols representing this God show him always with Sangu
in one hand and chakra or discus in the other. The
“ Parawas » of Tuticorin who are a sea-faring comuunity
have Sangu as a symbol in their flags. Travancore
State coinage had the Sangu emblem on one side.

Valampuri—A right-handed Sangu or Valampuri is
held in great esteem among the masses. A Valampuri
is believed to assure prosperity to its possessor and also

- to ensure safety from the adverse effects of “ evil-eye ”

and witeheraft. Hence, Valampuri is in great demand
and enquiries about it are addressed to the Fisheries
Officer at Tuticorin. A good-sized and perfect Valam-
puri may feteh anything up to Rs. 1,500. This being
the value of a single shell, many a legend has grown
with time about its powers. Stories are not lacking to
say that a man in the street turned a millionaire over-
night by finding a Valampuri or an opulent person lost
all his riches when his Valampuri passed away from
his hands or great evil befell an unfortunate individual
who dropped his Valampuri and broke its tip !
has it that a Valampuii originates from the Tirukkazhu-
kundram fresh water tank once in 12 years when the
tank water gets greatly agitated and heated.

The uses of Sangus.

Temples—First of all, Sangun is used as a blowing
wind instrument. TIts use as trumpet is spread all over
the eountry and there is hardly a temple in the country
which does not use Sangu in its festivals and pujas.
Sangu plays a prominent part for family deities. The

- long-drawn notes of Sangu as they are boine clear and

mellow on the evening breeze, have a haunting charm
that serve to announce the commencement of rites and
to scare away cvil spirits. The mendicants also blow
Sangu. In small temples only Edampuri Sangu is used
whereas in important pilgrim centres like Chidambaram,
Rameshwaran, Madurai and Benaras, Valampuri eonches
are blown. This is considered an act of great merit
and it costs much. This is a favourite even with the
Lamas of Tibet.

Legend

Rites and ceremonies—Sangu has some part to play
in rites and ceremonies. In South India, it is blown in
funeral rites. In Bengal, it is blown during 1‘narr1age§§
In certain parts of Tamilnad, bits of Sangu are tiec
in the thali, Again, in Bengal nobody is considercg to
have been properly and legally married unless the bijde
wears several pairs of beautifully lacquered Sangu
bangles. Sangu is also buried with the bodies of
opulent and distinguished persons.

To ward off evil.—Sangu is used commonly as amulets
to ward off “evil-eye ” and possible misfortune. Tt is
tied in the doorlintels, around the neck of cattle and
hung round the neck of children. In Madras City, a
Sangu hung round the neck of a cow or buffalo indicates
that she is a mileh cow. Pieces of Sangu tied tighily
on the wrist with a black thread is considered an effect-
ive talisman. In the Gulf of Mannar region, Sangu
rings are popularly worn as auspicious symbols.
Women of South Arcot use necklaces of Sangu beads
with similar helief. A Sangu is buried while laying
the foundation stone for a house to ensure prosperity
and good luck to the inhabitants. The ‘ Parawag’ -
Tuticorin bury Sangu just near the door so that apérson
has to touch it before leaving the house, which guards
him from misfortune.

~ Feeding spout.—All orthodox country folk believe in
feeding the newborn with the help of polished Sangu
spout.

Lime~—Sangu when calcined yields the best lime for
whitewashing and polishing. The auspicious nature of
the shell enhances the demand for Sangu lime, especially
for whitewashing newly built houses and temples.

Incense sticks—Sangu has a horny lid io cover its
mouth opening. This lid is called the operculum. This

is dried and powdered and soaked in water and used

as an adhesive to hind together fragrant material nsed
for coating incense sticks.

Food.—Inside the shell lives a soft animal. This
pulled out, boiled and sliced and sold as “ 8
sathai” (Sangu meat). About 40,000 1b. of raw-rgeat
is thus realized for food in a year. W

The divers, after the day’s fishing is over, on their
run towards%hore usefully engage themselves in cxtraet-
ing the Sangu flesh from within the hard specially
twisted shells with the help of an iron hook. Flesh thus
extracted are put in palmyra baskets and handed over



o, their housewives who know the art of preparing them
for curry. The meat is well-boiled and then ~ut into
thin slices and sun-dried. After complete drying, the
product emerges out as crisp chips similar to potato
«hips in appearance. It is good eating if fried with
‘masala’ paste in ghee or curried with vegetables.
The stuff was retailed at 12 annas per Madras measure
and it is Rs. 1-4-0 per measure now. Fisherwomen put
them in coloured and fancy palmyrah leaf baskets and
hawk them along the streets. It is greatly relished by
fishermen only, but others, out of curiosity, purchase
small quantities now and then and try to cultivate a
taste for itf.

Jewellery.—Sangu is used in jewellery. It is this
utility that outbeats all others deseribed so far in the
preceding paragraphs. Have you ever seen a 'well
polished large Sangu? Tt is so milky white, bright,
shining and will easily mateh with genuine ivory.
Further, a national custom rigorously binds the women-
sfolk of Bengal to wear several pairs of Sangu bangles
"heautifully lacquered red.

Tuticorin Fishery.

Sangu fishery is a Crown monopoly. By that, it is
"meant that Sangu shells are the property of Madras
Government and no one can remove them from the decp-
sea, or pick them when washed ashore or carry away if
caught in fishing nets. They should be surrendered to
the nearest fisheries officers.

Within Madras State, Sangu fisheries are off Tuticorin,
Kilakarai, Mandapam, Rameshwaram, Pamban, Namhu-
thalai, Mullimunai, Tondi, Sethubavachatram, Adiram-
patnam, ete. Among all these, the only large-=scale
vell-organized and scientifically run Sangu fishery Iis
:hat of Tuticorin.

A risky job.

Sangu fishing is an ardous and risky job. To hold
me’s breath and to quickly descend down a depth of
E}Eathoms (66 feet) and to crawl on the seed-bed,
to spot Sangu by mere sight, to collect them one from
here and another from there, to store them in a net-
bag tied to the waist and then to rise up to the surface
all the time holding the breath—is no easy joke.
Besides, mind you, the huge column of water above you
will be exerting a terrific pressure on your body. You
will be interested to know that the pressure on the sea
surface is 15 Ib. per square inch of your body and this
inereases by 15 1b. more for every 10 metres depth. It
is because of this beginners in diving bleed through the
nose and ears.  Further the diver has to keep a vigilant
watch all round to escape man-eating sharks that might
lurk among seaweeds in the immediate vieinity. All
these must be preecisely performed within 114 minutes.

1f by wrong judgment a diver overstays, he collapses
2t the bottom. Such expert Sangu divers are called

uzhial ’ in Tamil ; usually a ¢ Kuzhial’ is a vobust
pirson, with broad shoulders and dark eomplexion.
Because of the great risk involved in this profession,
old divers are not willing to train their sons in this.
As a result, the divers’ population dwindlgd to an alarm-
ing extent. On account of handsome wages and greater
-aecommodation, ration and medical facilities introctuced
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in the 1947-48 fishing season, there was a great influx
of divers from all parts of the East Coast and since then
we have on an average 340 divers working in the tishery.

Daily routine.

By daybreak, all divers assemble in cheerful mood
after having a hot meal and before 7 a.m. they set sail.
Usually a morning land breeze carries the eamocs at
three to five knots speed towards the fishing spot.
When there is no wind, the Fisheries department
arranges a free and quicker towage through the depart-
mental motor launches maintained for the purpose.

To know the direction in the high seas when the land-
marks are totally out of sight and to reach a particular
spot where Sangu are plenty is not an easy job. Good
deal of nautical and navigation knowledge is essential.
The diver who is illiterate has his own rule of the thumb
method in loeating fishing grounds. One would be
surprised to see a diver reaching the same spot hits
away from the coast without the aid of charts and-
instruments. Such an expert is locally known as ‘ Para-
mandadi’. He is paid daily wages by the Government
to guide the fishing fleet to different regions. * Para-
mandadi’ sails ahead of other canoces and stops at a
place suitable for diving. The Sangu grounds are
marked by means of red flags tied to long bamhoo poles
to help in easily reaching the next day even without
the help of ¢ Paramandadi’.

Naked diving.

Divers reach the fishing spot by 10 a.m. Majority of
the divers are Catholic Christians ; they offer a word of
prayer before exposing themselves to heavy natural odds
for the day. A diver strips himself of all clothes but
for the tight loin cloth and fastens a met-bag to his
waist to keep shells while crawling at the bottom.

He thus jumps into the sea and keeps clinging to the
canoe till the thodai lets out a long rope with a stone
sinker {ied to it. The diver slips one foot into the loose
knot near the stone sinker and leaves the boat and
descends quickly being pulled down by the heavy stone-
sinker. On reaching the bottom, the diver quits the
stone which is at once hauled up by the thodai for use
by another. The diver briskly crawls about straining
his eye in the dim light at 60 feet depth in seavch of
brown lumps denoting shells. While a diver is thus
under water, his fellow divers keep a watch to see
whether he is back on the surface in time. Usually
before 90 seconds he can ‘be seen rising to the surface
a little away from the canoe. It is ammusing for
onlookers from a boat to see how a diver looks like from
about 10 feet depth. He appears just as a dark spot
in ‘the blue water and after a few seconds he looks
roundish with short stumpy limbs like a turtle and
quickly floats on the top like a manikin (because of
refraction phenomenon).

He delivers his catches to the thodai and takes rest
for some time by eclinging to the side of his canoe.
Diving is thus repeated by all the 340 divers which
mean that they literally comb the sea bottom for shells.
Among the Travancore Malayalee divers, Mohammadan
divers from Ramanathapuram and divers from Arabia,
the local ¢ Parawa’ Christian divers are the best.



Handloom week was celebrated
tn Madiras in the second week «f
February - The Chief Minister,
8.¢ K. Kamaraj presided over the
celebrations on 8th February 1959
(left).

The Chief Minister at the Hand-
looms Ezhibition (below).

Y

HANDLOOM WEEK
IN THE CITY

8ri  Lal Bahadur
Shastrs, Union
Minister  for Indus-
tries, visited the Hand-
looms Exhibition on
14th February 1959,




Prizes were distirsbuted lo the best designs
ani profuctions in Handlooms. The Minister
Jor Industries is inspecting o cloth entered for

the competition.

The Governor at the Hahibition on 15th

February 1959.

Minister for Industries.

A Producer of a prize
winning cloth receives
the ‘prize  from the




Sheep Breeding Research Station, Chinnasalem

Dr. . PATTABIRAMAN, GMVC., AIDL., Director of Animal Husbandry, Madras.

Sheep Farm is located at Chinnasalem, 6 miles
'rom the village of Chinnasalem on the Salem-
Yuddalore main road. The farm extends over an area
»f 1,501.14 acres of land of which 886.88 acres of land
wre in Salem distriet and the rvemaining 614.26 acres
wre in South Arcot distriet. The breeding of black
woolly sheep has been prevalent in this area for some-
Hme past but due to lack of knowledge of modern
methods of sheep husbandry there has been a deterio-
ration both in the quality and quantity of wool
obtained. It was therefore considered necessary to
improve this hlack woolly variety of sheep in the area
where manufacturing rough cumblies as a cottage
industry is a source of income for the shepherds. The
main objeet of this farm is therefore to improve the
quality and quantity of wool from the sheep that exist
at present in and around the area and also to educate
the sheep-breeders of the loeality in the modern
methods of sheep hushandry. :

Ag all the lands comprising the farm remained dry,
‘waste and uncultivated for a long period of years it
was not surprising that the entire area presented an
appearance of desert at the time of taking over.
Coonsiderable precautionary measures were therefore
necessary before resorting to large-scale cultivation of
fodder grasses. As a preliminary to the commencement
of agricultural operations specimens of all available
grasses in the area were collected and subjected to

identification by the Systematic Botanist, Agricultural
College, Coimbatore. Some representative soil samples
were also collected and analysed. An analysis of the
local grasses has revealed that awns are produced at
maturity and that they cause much damage to the sheep
especially affecting the eyes. It has therefore been
decided to eradicate all the local grasses completely and
replace thereby nutritive and harmless grasses such as
Kolukattai, Blu Baffal, Love grass, ete. With this
object in view an experimental plot of land has been
earved out in the area and the cultivation of Kolukattal
and the Blu Bafful has been commenced. The results
are very encouraging and are bound to prove fruitful.
Besides the above an arvea of 80.23 acres has been
brought under cultivation under rainfed eonditions.
Maize, fodder cholam and horsegram have heen raised
in the area. Unfortunately there is not a single good
well in the entire area to meet the requirements of
water-supply for the livestock. An old well has been
further deepened and it is being used now for irri-
gating the experimental plot of land for growing
different types of grasses. With the availability of an
engine and a pump-set and by renovating two other
wells in the area it is hoped to bring a large arvea under
cultivation so that the farm can be made self-sufficient
as far as the fodder requirements are concerned.

SQinee there were no trees in the whole area efforts.
are heing made to plant avenue and fodder trees on

The foundation stone for o bridge at Kottur in the City was laid by the Chief Minister.
The photo on left skows the site for the bridge.



both sides of the newly formed road and so far about
5,000 trees have been planted. Internal roads to a
length of about three mileg have been formed.

The length of the farm bhoundary is about ten miles
and live fencing on the raised bunds with Xalli aud
Killuvai plants have been introduced to an extent of
3,200 metres. In addition Prosophis Juliflora has also
been introduced in the area as live fence. The lie of
the land in the farm is very undulating and even the
little rains that are received are drained off causing
eonsiderable soil erosion. In order to preveni soil
erosion and to conserve soil mixture gully ploughing,
contour trenching and bunding have been taken wup.
At present ten hig deep gullies have been plugged up,
contour trenches to a length of 488 metres have been
dug up and contour hunds to a length of 1,334 metres
have been raised. There were no buildings whatsoever
in the area at the time of taking over. The farm is
situated in the driest part of the district. To tide over
the consequent extreme heat four temporary sheds have
been constructed to house the sheep at present. Plans
and estimates for the construection of pucca buildings
has been drawn up and the construction work is in
progress.

Livestock.

Sinee the Sheep Breeding Research Station, Chinna-
salem, is in the centre of the black woolly sheep hreeding
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area of South Arcot, Salem and Tiruchirappalli
districts, 2565 ewes from the above districts have been
purchased as foundation stoek, mainly to study the
behaviour and adoptability of different strains of black
woolly sheep from different breeding tracts stationed
at this farm. In addition for grading work 4 Bikaner
rams from the Livestock Research Station, Hosur, have
also been introduced for mating the ewes. There are
at present 79 graded lambs consisting of 31 ram lambs
and 45 ewe lambs at the farm in addition to the
foundation stock.

At present the local sheep get only grazing in the
farm area. Concentrates are supplied only to the
Bikaner rams. The concentrates consist of rice bran
and groundnut eake. Sterilized bonemeal and common
salt are algso given as a supplement.

A few young and literate workers in and around the
area are being picked out and trained in dosing, work-
ing, shearing and cleansing of wool and sent out as
flockmen to other areas. The shepherds from the
surrounding villages frequent the farm and obtain
information regarding sheep husbandry and fodder
production. The creation of this farm has undoubtedly
whipped up the enthusiasm of the shepherds in the area
and it is hoped that before long the farm will become
the nucleus for breeding an execellent quality of black
woolly type of sheep. '

This farm was inaugurated by Sri M. Bhaktavatsalam,
Minister for Agriculture on 11th November 1958.

e

The foﬁ;zdati?n‘ stone for the Clinical Block of the Madras Veterinary College was laid by the
Director of Animal Husbandry, Dr. D. Pattabiraman on 9th March 1959,



Arabian divers speak a funny Tamil and use a nosc-clip
to prevent entry of sea water into their nostrils while
working under water.

Accidents do someltimes oeewr.

Sharks create a scave now and then. A death due
to shark bite ereates sueh a panie among divers that
they suspend the fishery indefinitely. A series Hf musses
in local churches, pujas in temples and pravers in
mosques alone can win the divers back to work.

Accidents spread gloom over the divers’ camyp and
the officer has to quickly arrange for funeral oxpenses
and adequate cash eompensation for the families. There
15 a single instance in which what ought to have been
a great calamity was averted by the nerve and heioisu
of the diver concerned. - e is the leader of the divers.
He was caught unawareness by a monster shark at ile
sea bottom. He fought it with all his might and
dragged it to the surface and swooned. His fellow
divers rushed him to the hospital. Timely trealment
saved his life. He feels proud to-day to show the 18-
inch long and half ineh deep sear on his back to visitors.
e ig the best among the 340 divers and in 1948 he
was paid Rs. 93-8-0 for a single day’s cateh.

Carving industry.

A well-established cottage industry exists in Bengal
in. eutting, carving and laequering Sangu ornmmnents.
Sangu is first of all polished, using acids. It then pre-
sents a shining appearvance. Jewellery made out ol it
will appear at first sight as genuine ivory products.

Bangles, rings, beads, pendents, buttons, car-drops, veli-
gious emblems and a score of other dainty articles arve
made out of Sangu. Skilful lacquering enhances the
charm of these ornaments and they are popular in
Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and South Madras. ’

A shell is prepared (for cutting bangles) first by
removing the columella so that sawing may he easy.
The septa are then shattered. The shell is now open
from end to end. The cutter then drives two short
stakes of uncqual length into the ground, leans against
the longer stake and presses his toes against the oppo-
site smaller stake and keeps his knees apart and grips
the shell between his feet and ecarves out dextevously
bangle after bangle. The carving saw he uses is a decp
crescentie elumsy iron blade earrying many serrations.
This blade has to be sharpened off and on. A good
workman cuts out 100 bangles a day. Ifurther chiscl-
ling, drilling, polishing and lacguering follow to make
the bangles veally beautiful. For lacquering, ecrystals
of Clinnabar are ground to powder and mixed with
shellac.

Sangu bangles are becoming inereasingly popular i
Bengal and elsewhere, mostly because of Indian tradi-
tion and eulture. Of late, brooches, tie-pins, hat pins,
buttons, images of Gods, religious symbols and national
emblems manufactured out of Sangu are heeomiing
popular, Huge Sangu polished well with different
designs carved out on the surface and coloured red,
blue and green are the best paper weights and curios I
have ever seen.

PBhone : 250 (5 lines)

500,000 Spindles

Phone 420 (4 lines)

COTTON YARNS

OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS
FOR HANDLOOM, POWERLOOM AND HOSIERY FACTORIES
MADURA MILLS CO., LTD.

MADURAI (SOUTH INDIA)

‘ MILLS AT
MADURAI, TUTICORIN AND AMBASAMUDRAM

We Supply : _
WARP YARNS, COMBED YARNS, HOSIERY YARNS, CONE. CHEESE AND HANK YARNS
SINGLE AND FOLDED

Telegrams : “HARVEY”

Counts up to 80°

SPEGIALITIES

Yarns for the manufacture of
ROPES—HEALDS—CANVAS—TAPE BELTING DUCK—TYRE CORD—SEWING THREAD MULTI-PLY AND
CORD YARNS

Managers :

A. & F. HARVEY, LTD.
PANDYAN BUILDING

MADURAI (SOUTH INDIA)

Telegrams : “ HARVEY
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A Soviet goodwill delegation led = by
M. 4. A. Andreyev, Member of the Supreme
Soviel Presidium, Vis.iel Madras State in the
month of February.

Inthis photo the leader is seem with the
Chief Minister of Madris who welcomed him
on his arrival at the airport.

SOVIET GOODWILL
DELEGATION

M. Andreyev being greeted by
ke Chief Secretaryto the Govern-
nent of Madras, Sri. W.R. 8.
Yatthianadhon,

~ The delegation at the
Integral Coach Factory.



Greeting the  Clitizens
Madras atthe Citizens rece
tion at the Rajaratnam Stadiu:

Tangjore Plate and bowl and a Pathamadai mat
were presented to the delegation by Mrs. Medhs.

- With  Kumari  Padmis
Priyadarsini.who gave o perfor
mance of Barathanatyam,.




JOURNAL OF THE TANJORE SARASWATHI MAHAL LIBRARY.

In the course of the dozen articles published in this
issue of the Journal which will be of equal interest to
hoth the scholar and the aspirant tor knowledge, there is
food for thought and intelleet. The choiee of the lan-
‘guages and the subjects of these articles are again such
as to cater to a variety of tastes. There are articles in
English, Tamil, Sanskrit, Marathi and Hindi; and they
are on, from music to philosophy and theology—trom
Fundamental Seience to subjeets of applied science and
Literature and Grammar. (It is important for the
reader to remember here that Grammar exists as a sepa-
‘rate subjeet only in Tamil as Tlakkanam and in Sanskrit
as Vyaakaranam—just like any other subject as Physiecs
or Chemistry—Mathematies, History or Geography and
distinet from literature—Ilakkiyam ov Saahithya.)

Five of the articles, as the Editor has correctly
assessed are sure to be of speecial interest for the research
scholars. Of the rest, three are the continuation of old
articles as serials and two are new serials begun.

Among the first category of articles the first one is on
Musie and is titled as “ What is a Raaga ?” Unfortu-
nately this question is not answered. It is a surprise to
note the author conveying to us (in effect) that the
«question eannot be answered or even offer a definition on
‘what a Raaga is, when he says that “ It is indeed a
paradox that an Indian who understands full well the
concept of Raaga finds himself at sea when he
begins to explain what a Raaga is ?, ete. I call
it a surprise because such an admission as quoted above
comes from a quarter claimed as the eradle of Carnatic
musie.

However, here is a definition of a Raaga—and it is
also an answer to the question that the title of the
artiecle has posed.

“ A Raaga is a pattern of sound, scientifically designed
and produced so as to bring on the desired effect on the
being and the becoming.” This explains briefly but
fully not only what a Raaga is but also what its purpose
is. dI hope it will be accepted by the author and the
readers.

Sound is the objeet of the sense of organ to hear.
(Hearing with attention and concentration is listening.)
Thus, sound ean be broadly eclassified as Savarna and
Nirvarna. The Savarna sound conveys 3, meaning as the
words of a language, ete., that one speaks, and will have

an cffect, understanding or reaction on the part of the
hearers. The Nirvarna sound is different from this.

But a Raaga—a pattern of sound—bélongs to both the
categories. It does not conform to the vocabulary of any
one language and so it may be understood as a Nirvarna
type of sound. And yet, it does produce aneffect—an
understanding and a reaction on the part of all beings
(heavers and listeners alike) man or animal, beast or_
bird or reptile; and even on the plant life. We aref
told also of such events as even rocks reacting to Raaga
and melting. This is because of the ebb and flow notes
of a Raaga—the notes that make the otherwise Nirvarna
sound as a Savarna sound in - effect. - Therefore the
pattern of sound of a Raaga is both a Nirvarna-cum-
Savarna in one—and we may call it as Ubhayavarna.
So far on the fundamental gide of the science of music—
with reference to a Raaga. : ,

Having regard to the definition of a ' Raaga given
above and with the understanding that it is a Ubhaya-
varna pattern of sound, one will have to but agree that.a
proper Raagam will have to be chosen for obtaining the
proper and the desired effect on the part of the listeners,
whether the being or the becoming.

There will, therefore, be a good deal of technique in
the selection of a Raaga for reciting a piece of sahitya
such as a verse, stanza or keerthana. In the choice of th\s?;‘
various Raagas to the Raagamalika, that the profes-
sional sangeetha vidwans sing, this importance relating
to the selection of the right Raaga for effectively con-
veying the text and the spirit of the piece recited or sung
is more often forgotten than remembered.

Tracing the history of musie from its origin—the
seekshaa of the Sama Veda by Narada and its develop-
ment since then, right down to this day, the author has
provided very valuable and detailed information on the
intrieacies of music and in particular a Raaga.

If the article on “ What is a Raaga ? 7 is studied—not
read—well-understood and the cud is chewed so that the
subject-matter is well-digested and assimilated, it will
not be difficult for one to choose the right Raaga for the
right purpose.

The second article “ Cartesianism and Saankhya Dua-
lism ” is another article and is rather a heavy food for—
thought. “ The analysis and comparison of the two
systems of thought are done ably.

[The Journal of the Tanjore Saraswathi Mshal Librar —Val. XII—NO. 3.] By 8ri §. Gopalun—Published with the permission of
the Adminjstrative Committee of the Library—Annual subscription Rs, 4. d p‘ T pormission



I Saankhyam is understood as Gnanam or knowledge
<~—as Bhagavat Gita has it, and the purpose of the Saan-
Kkhya system of thought is apparciated as one caleulated
‘to impress the fact that Prakrithi the premordial natux
is different from Purusha the self and that the changes
.oceurring in Prakrithi ought not to be mistaken as those
relating to Purusha, it will not be difficult to follow
.either the analysis or the comparison between the two
systems of thought done so very ably and well.

The article on Ramayana furnishes rich authorities o
justify the epic being known as “ Saranagathi Saas-
thram . :

Veda Vignanam—the article in Tamil is a thought-
provoking one that merits deep consideration and belongs
to the section of Fundamental Sciences.

The -article on ¢ Kaikkuththalarisi ” in Tamil (hand-
pounded rice) is one on the side of applied science. The
author tries to convey that the special food value of
hand-pound rice was known to our ancestors and that
it can be understood from the mentions made of it in the
JVedas. It may also appear as stretching the analogy a
little too much.

Dhanvanthari Vaidyam is another article in Tamil on
medicine. In this, a rare manuseript in Tamil verse, the
diagnosis and treatment of all diseases is published.
That the author Dr. S. Venkatarajan has published seve-
ral such works alrveady is a well-known fact. In this
article the author adds his notes and commentary in
prose to the text in verse.

The term Nadi is used rather in a variety of senses
and is therefore causing a little confusion as also the
enumeration and eclassification of the 72,000 nerves in
the body. If the author had but added some sort of a
preliminary explanation on these points furnishing a
correlation with modern science to the extent possible,
the work will have obtained a better value.

) The journal does deserve a promient place in every
brary and in the shelf of every student of Imdian
culture and eivilization.
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SARABENDRA VAIDYA MURAIGAL—(TAMIL)*

This is a collection of nearly 400 wecipes tested and
recorded as efficacious by Raja Sarafoji of Tanjore.

Among these tested recipes, there are some reeipes of
purgatives and the others ave for curing diarrheea,
dysentery, sprew and even cases of (clinical) cholera.

One very interesting feature is that, as per the records
available, every one of these recipes was tried on suifi-
cient number of cases and the values verified and assessed
before the same was accepted. Then at the instance of
Raja Sarafoji these recipes were rendered into verses in
Tamil and then recorded. This is for the information
of those who talkk of the need for research on Indian
Medicine to be yet done.

At the end of several of these recipes, it is mentioned
(as the burden of a song)— This is one tested and
found efficacious by the Raja Sarafoji and given to us .
The BEditor Dr. 8. Venkatarajan, has brought out in
print several similar works from the valuable treasures
of the Tanjore Saraswathi Mahal (Manuseript) Library.
His preface adds much value to the work inasmuch as it
furnishes an explanatory note on the place that purga-
tives have among the Pancha Karmas; and the etiology,
the symptoms, the varieties and the prognosis of diarr-
heea, sprew and cholera. In this, he has also presenled
the views of ayurvedie works in Sanskrit on the subject
and those of the Siddha works in Tamil, thus bringing
on a happy integration of the two popular schools of
Indian medicine in South India. Fe deserves to be con-
gratulated heartily on this. The book is one that un-
guesionably deserves a prominent place in the library of
every physician and every student of medicine. There is
the need for the help of a glossary for understanding in
other languages the Tamil names of the drugs and plants
given in this book. If th¢ Editor will ecarry this out in
his next work, or the next edition of this work, there will
be nothing more to be desired by aspirants.

M. V. RAMANUJAM.
*Saraswathi Mahal Publication No. 84. Hditel by

D~ 8. Ve-atarajan, & .M., (Ragl.) Avurveds Pandit, Sarasvathi
M. bl Puyblishe.d «n behalf of the Administr tive Committee,

#

Raraswithi Mahal, Tanjore, by Sri S. Gopalan, B.A, B.L.,
M. V. R. Pricod Rs. 5. ’ ’ P
ERRATA,

.In the J’auuaéy 1959 isaue of Madras Information, & few errors have crept in the article * Know Your distriot—Tirunelveli . The
may be kindly corrected with the help of the e:rata issued below :— P > iy 7

Page. Column. Line- For.,
2 1 4 distriet
2 1 5
4 2 26 and 27 A scheme

5 1 8to 11
E 1 45
L 2 22 to 26 ®

in the United States of Travancore and Cochin,

investigation

1957

Correct as follows,

districts.
Delete the line.

under )

A dam has been . constructed across Mani-
muthar. & tributary of the river
Tambaraparani. ,

The particularg

district. Delete the lines.

1951

Cottage, small scale

Annexure IV Delete the lines.



Arrival on 31st January 1959,

H.R.H.
THE DUKE OF
EDINBURGH
IN
THE CITY

At Mahobalipuram.

Being garlanded by the Governor.

H. R. H. Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh
was in the City on a iwo-day wvisit towards
the end of January 1959. During his stay in
the City, he visited the Central Leather Research
Institute, the Integral Coach Factory and
Mahabalipurasm. : '

Gireeting the Chief Secretary,
Sri W. R. 8. Satthianathan.



Enthustastic crowds greet the Duke
on his arrival.

Inspecling o finished coach af the
Integral Coach Factory.

At the Leather Research Institute.




Sharing a joke with the Governor and the.
Minister for Finance.

ﬁwgnrumuc‘

MAY1959

Srimaths Medhi presenting Tanjore Plate
to the Duke after the banquet.

With Kumari Kamala wlio gave &
perforn.ance of Bharathanatya after i]»e
Stute Banguet.




At Mahabalipuram,

Taking léave of the British community
in the City.

Off to Bangalore-




The Gramasevak

Srr LAKSHMIRATHAN BARATHI, Assistant Development Commissioner.

The Gramasevak has emerged as the latest funetion-
ary in the fleld of vural serviees. Though the last in
the heirarchy of development services of a Welfare
State, he like his counterparts in the revenue services
of the regulatory State, viz., the village headman and
the Aceountant, is neither a mere link nor ihe least
important. He is a Suigeneris (unigue) and promises
to be as lasting and growing in numbers as they ave.

India’s teaming millions living in over five lakhs
of villages meeded to be awakened from their age long
stuinber and stirred into seientific ways of thinking and
action:  Resigned to their fates they were slaves to the
traditional modes of cultivation and subjected to un-
employment and underemployment. Ignorance, starva-
tion and disease stalked the country side. To rouse
them to some acts of self-effort, self-help and self-
confidence and make them earn even a few cents more,
wonld herald a new revolution. Mahatma Gandhi saw
all this and responded to the facts of the sitnation.
History made him as much as he made history. IHis
clavion call raised bands of volunteers for village ser-
vice. Frequent clashes and encounters with an all-
powerful alien burcaucracy added pep and. adventure
to his constructive items of programme through which
fresh life was breathed into a dead people and a will te
do, sacrifice and even die, hegan to seize the newly
awakened aspirations of a reborn people and the gradual
manifestetion of such a * Coramon Will * testified and
revealed to the master of the natural bloeoming of
a “ National Will . Such an ultimate National Will
ean alone lead to an establishment of lasting political
States both Federal and Regional and formation of
Stable Governments.

Ladies’ Day was observed during the Hondloom Week
in February and Srimatht Sakuntelo Subrameniam,
Srimathi Soundaram  Keilaswm and  Srimaths

M. N. Rajom participated in the doy's funciions.

No wonder e was hailed as the Father of the New
Indian Nation. To him at any rate, it was as certain
as certainity could be that the State should be born
and sustained only by such a “ National Will 7, growing
out of the seeds of demoeracy he has sown.

Though the events in India took a different twim,
the Congress Governments became aware that without
owning and adopting the work of the Master they had
no fair chance of survival. In September 1946, Madras
State led by Andhrakesari Shri Prakasam took np
divectly Khadi and Village Industries, removal of wn-
touchability and rural veconstruetion under the aegis
of Firka Development Scheme with a lump-sum allot-
ment of Rs. 4 crores. But the new wine had to be put
in old bottle. It was left to the gening of the Steel
Frame and especially to Sri-M. S. Randhawa, L.C.S., 19/
devise a suitable machinery and service for integrated®
rural development. That was adopted to the needs of
the situation here and a revenue firka with a population
of over thirty thousands was to be a unit and to be
manned by a team consisting of a Firka Deveclopment
Officer and Village Development Oificers.

Meanwhile political power came too soon bringing
with it partition and communal fury. Mahatma Gandhi
did not hesitate on the eve of his assassination to advise
the transformation of the Congress into the Lok Sevak
Sangh and the thousands of volunteers into Lok Sevaks.

On 27th Janwary 1948 he lefi as it were, his last testa-

ment and a deseription of a Ik Sevak and his
functiong as follows —

(i) Every worker shail be a habitual weaver of
Khadi and must be a teetotaller. Tf a Hindu, must
have abjured untouchability in any shape or form; snd
must be a believer of the ideal of intercommunal unidy,
equal respect and regard for all religions, and equality
of opportunity and status for all, irrespective of caste,
ereed or sex.

(i) He shall come in personal contact with every
villager within his jurisdiction.

(i) He shall enrol and train workers from amongst
the villagers and keep a register of all these.

(iv) Xe shall keep a reeord of his work from day-
to-day.

(v) He shall organize the villages, so as to make
them self-eontained and self-supporting through their
agriculture and handierafts.

.(vi) He shall educate villagers in sanitation and
I.lyglene and take all measuves for prevention of
ill-health and disease among them. .

(vii) He shall organize the education of the village
follk from birth along the lines of Nayee Talim in aceord,

g’nee with the policy laid down by Hindustani Talimi
Sang.



(viii) He shall see that these, whose nimes are
missing on the Statutory Voters roll are duly entered
therein. :

(ix) He shall encourage those who have not yet
acquired the legal qualification to acquire it for getting
the right of franchise.

(x) For the above purposes and vthers to be added.
from time to time, he shall train and fit himself in
accordance with the rules laid down by the Sang for
the due performance of duty. '

This Lok  Sevak was the pre-cursor of the Grama
Sevak.

Later on in consonance with the true spirit, fune-
tions and objectives of the Firka Development Scheme,
the name of the Village Development Officer gave place
to the name of “ Grama Sevak ”. He was really the
Lok Sevak described earlier, working on his own merits
as a people’s man. Many of the suitable constructive
workers in the field were roped in and given training.
Though the scheme was exposed to lot of criticism, its
appeal was so dynamic that it had to be continuously
extended to contiguous firkas to meet the popular
demand.

Meanwhile this and similar other attempts of rural
reconstruction elsewhere, along with the urgent demand
for inereased produetion of food crops, led to the in-
auguration of Community Projects in Oectober 1952.
The Project Executive Officers became the co-ordinator
at Project Level, The village level worker a multi-
purpose all-rounder became the pillar of the Comimunity
Projects Administration and was the chosen Goveru-
ment representative of all the development departments
at village level. .

The very next year in October 1953 as a vesult of
the assessment of the grow more food ecampaigns, the
findings of a high-power committee, paved the way for
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the adoption of the Community Development as a
method, and the setting up of the permanent agency of
BExtension Service on a mnational scale. The whole
country was to become: a network of blocks of ubout
66,000 population each, for all development purposes
with a team of Extension Workers comprising of a Block
Development Officer, Extension Officers representing the
several techmical departments and ten village level
workers. The village level worker thereby became ihe
foundation of this permanent set up and was relied on
to bring about close people’s partieipation for all
planned development efforts. :

necessity to keep the Firka Development and Commu-

7: In Madras State it was decided there was fio more

' nity Development servieces separate and they were

merged into the National Extension Service from Oeto-
ber 1953 and the village level worker became the (Grama
Sevak once for all. The Grama Sevak became the com-
mon appellation throughout India and the Gramasevikas
also joined them on the Home Front. '

The Grama Sevak is rightly assessed as the pillar
of the National Extension Service and as such is re§-
ponsible for the snceess or failure of the scheme. The
Community Development Programme and the Extension -
Services are kept under the searchlight of observation
and . eriticism. The Project HEvaluation Organization,
the stream of American visitors and experts, the Legis-
latures, Txpert Committees specially set up, the Com-
mittee on Plan Projects and the vigilant press besides
the numerous conferences and seminars at various levels,
continually subjeet the Grama Sevak to a critical assess-
ment and valuation. A review and re-statement of hisg
duties and functions are frequently made.

Sooner than later it was realized that a National
Programme can thrive only as a movement of the people, |
the urge, initiative and vesponsibility for making the

B

This sculpture by Sri
D. P. Roy Choudhury,
- which. wnow adorns the
Marina, was unveiled by
the Governor, Sri Bishnu-
ram Medhi, on 25th
January 1959.



social - and cconomical revolution coming from them.
The coneept thus onee again veered round to a peoples
movement and the Grama Sevak heing merely the cata-
lytic ageney initiating the proecess of social and econo-
mical changes through the method of Community
Development. The prineiple of democratic decentral-
ization had, therefore, to be affirmed and approved.
The popular bodics like the panchayats and the pan-
chayat unions are to take over the entirve Community
Deévelopment work in each block and this new service
is to work under their charge and responsibility. The
position of the Grama Sevak will have to be again
reoriented vis-a-vis the panchayats in his jurisdietion
and the panchayat union of his block. However he is
made conscious once again of his being fundamentally
an agent of the people’s representative body.

While che Prime Minister attaches the greatest
signifieance and importance to Community Development
Programme, crities are not wanting even to-day who
would go to the extreme length of seraping it as it is
in their opinion a meaningless waste of human energy
and financial resources.

The name “ Sevakan” in Tamil literally mean one
with a heart or spirit for meritorious service and
conjures hefore our mind the line in the old story of
the Anklet Silappadikaram ¢ Gseusey #FiGsemg Gl
aratrent QFsGum * and the song of the recent poct
Bharathi, both glorifying the merits of Kannan as
servant.

The objectives both long range and immediate are
enuneiated, programmes and plans ave laid down. Ilis
duties and. functions, their content and meaning ave all
well defined. The methods and techniques arve taught.
He is folly subject to striet discipline. He is expected
to attain the proficieney of a model farmer and an
exemplary eitizen. He is constantly to be conseious of
his role as an “ Extension Worker ”. While all this
may give him a elear pieture of his role and may make
his task definite and easy, he may not stop with this.
His is a mission that cannot rest on its oars in the
mere fulfilment of all these, but one, that has further
to transcend all these, in furthering a movement and
in initiating a process of transformation of the social
and economie life of the villages. But what those
social and ceconomic changes are, and how the people are
to transform themselves, are mnot easily defined and
dictated to by others outside. The Grama Sevak will have
to identify himself with the people and begin to think

and act vigorously along with them in a scientific

manner and be a part in the bloodless revolution that
has to come about.

Will the Grama Sevak be fired with this mission
and scientific zeal ? Tf so, the degree and extent of his
sueceess in this mission will ultimately be the touchstone
of the due fulfilment of his role as a Grama Sevak and if
he is successful, he censures a permanent and lasting
place for himself and his service. Then the view
expressed by Mr. Arthur Raper, Consultant, Community
Development Division of the United States Government
that®he ereation of the Grama Sevak will go down in
history as one of the greatest social inventions of the
present era will become true.
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Lonnadai
Jor the Queen

- An exquisite Khadi shawl woven with hand-reeled
silk yarn and lace threads was sent as the Madras State
Fovernment’s present to Queen Elizabeth, through the
Duke of Edinburgh when he visited Madras on 3lst
January last. The shawl was handed over to the Duke
by the Governor of Madras at a function arranged in
i\l&)nimr of the visiting Prince at Raj Bhavan at Guindy,
adras. - :

The shawl, which has the fioure of Ashok Chakra on
its borders and a beautifully worked out creeper and
flower design on its body, was woven on the handloom
by a weaver of Tirubhuvanam near Kumbakonam. This
weaver comes of a family of weavers who have, for
generations, been weaving such brocades with intricate
designs. Tt takes fifteen to twenty days to weave a shawl
of this type and the process of weaving, from the pre-
paration of the harness to the elaborate, intricate and
painstaking job of translating the design on the cloth
calls forth great skill and patience. To make this shawl
3 vards in length and 54 inches in breadth, it requires
6.5 tolas of silk and 34.13 tolas of lace. The weight of
this shawl is 41.2 tolas.

It is the time-honoured custom in Tamil Nad to
present such shawls (called “ Ponnadei” in Tamil
meaning cloth of gold) to distinguished persons. The
shawls are worn by the receipients on ceremonial ocea-
sions. If the reecipients are ladies, the shawl could be
used as a stole or a wrap or for regal purposes ; it may,
serve as a train also.

The Governor Sri Bishnuram Medhi :presided over the
Annual Day Célebration of Sir Thycegaraya College,
Washermonpet and gove awaey the prizes.



THE
CENTRAL
LEATHER

RESEARCH
INSTITUTE

The Gb1\ér;wr at the VO.L.R.I .48 scen
viewing with interest some of the articles
produced out of Leather.

The Minister for Finance visited the
O.L.RI. and is seemn tnleresied in a
process of Finishing leather,




INDIA’S |
DEFENCE MINISTER
IN THE CITY

8ri V. K. Krishna Menon, India’s
Defence Minister was in the City in
February. During his stay in the City
he took salute at the combined parade of
the city N.C.C.and A4 C.C. units and
aiso addressed the Parliamentary Assn.

Top.—Arriving~at the Island Grounds e
Jor the parade. B

Above and left.—Taking the salute ab
the March past.

Below.—Addressing the members of the
Parliamentary Assn.




The Five-year Plan Publicity week was celebrated in the City on
22nd and 23rd February. A procession was taken out in the strects
of North Madras to the Theyajaraya College Grounds where an
exhibition showing the progress attained during the Plan period was
held. At the Public Meeting presided over by Sri C. Subramaniam,
Minister for Finance and Information, the diff. rent aspects of
the Plan were explained and the public were to show their
unstinted asked co-operation for the success of the Plan. Later, o
Villuppativ and a play importance of the Plan were performed.

Top.—~The Finance Minister at the Exhibition.
Righﬁ.-—Dcmce by school children.
Below.— Villuppattu by Sri Sundaramurthi and party.

PLAN PUBLICITY

wr:‘EK IN THE
CITY




REV. MARTIN
LUTHER KING

The Rev. King called on the
COhief Minister at the Seeretariat,

The Rev. King and Mra. King
with the AMinister for Finance.

Rev. King addressing the
_ gathering at the Srinivasa. Sastri’
Hall.




Radso Editors from W est
Germany who were on @ tour
of India vis'ted Madras in
February. This pholo was

taken when they called on the

Governor of Madras.

Mr. Averell Harriman, Former Governor of New
Yo kcall:d on Sri Bishnuram Medhi, Governor of
Madras during kis visit to the City in February.

e r’;?
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The Governor greeling
Rev. Mastin Luther King
Jr. who calted on: him
during his viest to the Oidy..



M ARSH AL TIT O Marshal Jqsz'p Broz Tlito, President of Yougoslavia, accompanied by
Modame Jovanka Broz during his visit to India in the second
. week of January, spent three days in Tamilnad. They visited
IN Mahabalipuram, 35 miles from Madras, and Madurai  apd
. Tiruchirappalli down South.

TAMILNAD

They were greeted on their arrival at Madras by the GQovernor and
Chief Minister aboard the Presidential Yacht.

Marshal Tito being greeted by the Chief Secretary, ' . At Mahobalipuram.
Sri W. R. 8. Satthianathan. :

, The Chief Minister and Madame B tt
At Mahabalipwram enjoying o tender coconut, o ief Min §;a?e Bangug.n ¢ Broz af the
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The Marshal and Madame Broz
at Mahabalipuram.

M arshal Tito being greeted by the Chief Minister on his
' return from Delha.

Inthe Sri Meenakshi temple af Madurai
they were received with temple honours “and
taken to the Sanctum Sanctorum. A turban
of sill cloth was tied round the head of the
Marshal according to the Tamil custom
greeting  of guests and the Tilak was
placed on the forehead of ~Madame Broz.

The Marshal taking leave of the Governor,
Chief Minisier and other Ministers ab the
Madras Harbour. o ’




Film strip projectors were presented to
the Indian Council of Child Welfare
by the United States Information
Service. The Union Minister for
Communications, Sri S. K. Patils
recetved themt on behalf of 1.C.O.W.
from. Mr. A. L. Funk of the U.S.1.8.

The Chief Minister inaugurated
Small Savings Drive at Coimba-
tore on 2nd February 1959.

A U.N. Study Team on Community
Development visited C.D. Projects
in the State in January 1959.
Photo shows the wvisitors being
greeted at the air port by the Addi-
tional Development Commissioner,
Sfi M.Q. Raja Ram, L.A.S.,
and others.




Marshal Tito taking leave of Sri Kamaraj, hief Minister, before boarding the yacht on his way to Ceylon.

nglicniing to Marshal Tito an album of photographs taken
Harshal’'s vi-il to the State.
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KERALA SOAP INSTITUTE

KOZHIKODE

(A KERALA GOVERNMENT CONCERN)

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH CLASS TOILET, WASHING,
SHAVING, INSECTICIDAL SOAPS, ETC., ETC.

Approved suppliers to :
His Excellency the President of India
and
The Governors of Kerala and Madras,
Director-General, Supplies & Disposals,
Railways, Govt. Institutions, etc., etc.

QA\::";\‘*
. %
Chief among the brands mumgfactured are :
B :
li) &
WIEGINGDON, - SANDALWOOD, VEP,i ROSE AND
TOILET SOAPS: COALTAR TOILET SOAPS g '
\ ¥N_ATTRACTIVE BAKELITE TUBES AND BOWLS
SHAVING SOAPS: (REFILLS AVAILABLE)

“ KERALA” AND “WASHWELL " BAR SOAPS
HOUSEHOLD. SOAPS *  COALTAR (CARBOLIC) SOAP |

Kerala Fish Oil Insecticidal soap, Soft soap,
- Liquid soap, Dzepa trand soap, etc., etc.

®
ﬁ, -

For rates and other particala&*s. please contact :

The Ol Technologist,
KERALA SOAP INSTITUTE,
Post Box No. 44, KOZHIKODE-I |
Telegrams ; SOA'PERY;’ ” (Cal’icﬁt-—Keraia) . Telephone: “]10”
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